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PSAL. 127+ 3. Loe, cbildren are an heritage of the Lord. 
ISATAH 49. 22. 
Behold, 1 will lift up mine band to the Gentiles, and ſet up my ſtandard to the 


ople: and they ſhall bring thy ſons in their arms: and thy daughters ſhall be 
_ 'ried upon their [honlders. * ol 


Acrs 11.17, 
Fora/much then as Go! gave them the like giſt as be did unto us, who belee ved on 
the Lord leſu Chriſt: what was I that I could withſtand God? 
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may ſay as Hrac l of old, Sce We beſeech thee, we are all thy people. 
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To his dearly affected and beloved the Bailiffes 


and Burgeſſes of the antient Borrough of Tamworth 
in the Counties of Stafford and Warwick 
together with all the Inhabitants 
of the ſaid Pariſh, 


2 Oud and piercing are the eryes and groanes under the 
burden of thole preflurcs which the hand of God 
hath brought upon his people: The yoke of their 
tranſgreſſion is bound by his hand, they are Wrea- 
| thed,and come upon their nech: Theſe need not to 
be preſented to your eyes or eares. The frequent changes which 
you have ſeen, and viſits of men Ri fall to deftroy,have given you 
abundant and wofull experience: yet I account it among one of 
Gods mighty works that your ſorrowes, by his over-ruling provi- 
dence, atę ſo ſtinted, that the rage of men hat᷑fi not brought them 
to a greater height: While you have taſted of ſtice, you are not 
ſhur out from nee and compaſſion: when I might not ſpeake to 
you, I have held it my dutie to ſpeaks for you : In the midſt of all, er. 18. 20. 
this mult be our reſt, That the Lord of hoſts is with us, the God of Pſal. 46.11. 
acob is our reſige. Having a Covenaut of Grace to plead, we 


— —- 


Ji. 64. 9. 


And as paſteritie is not the leaſt of our care, to ſeck a right way, as E tra 8.25. 

for our ſel v, ſo for our little ones, that a generation to come, 4 Pal 102.18 

people that ſhall be created may praiſe the Lord : So it is ot the = 

rTreatelt of our comforts „ that paſteritie „ our little ones, and 

thoſe that ſhall be born, are bound up of God in the fame promise; 

And that, in one and the ſame plea, we may ſeek to the Throne of 

Grace, for more then one age at once. When God had ſpoke to 

David of his houſe for à great While to come, revealing it to him, 
A 2 that 
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T The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
2 $48.7.19,27. that he would build him an houſe ; Therefore hath thy ſervant 
(faith he) found in his heart to pray thu prayer to thee, The pro- 
miſe was the ground, on which his prayer Was bottom'd. Take 
off the promile of God to your houlcs for time to come, and the 
foundation of your prayers for poſteritie is ſhaken. This was the 
endevour of ſome among you, Who are of thoſe that Lye in Wait to 
decei ve, ſcattering in the dark ſuch doctrines that will not beate 
the /ight ; which occaſioned theſe preſent meditations, which you 
once heard delivered in your eares, and now are preſented with 
ſome advantage (for more full conſideration) to your eyes: Ihad 
encouragements to make them publike, eſpecially by the fruit, 
wich which ( through Gods mercy) I have underſtood, chey were 
crowned in a way, that I leaſt expected, and being of right your 
due, as a free will offering then tendered I could ſeck no other, nor | 
greater Patron. Iam more ambitious of your happineſſe,then the 
Favour of thole that are placed higheſt, I have fcrved you for 
Chriſt a double apprentiſhip of yeares almoſt compleat; which ; 
time hath ſeemed to ſome to have added more then a third to the 
i geares of the dyes of my pilgrimage z This is to me the ſtrongeſt 
engagement of affections, and ſhall ſo remaine. If there have been 
but one nem horn, or lo much as a cabite added to the ſtature of 
any towards the meaſure of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, J have ſuffici- 
ent; And having not another Legacie, I mult commend to ou, or 
rather yen unto the ord of Gods Grace, which is able to build * 
on up, and give you an inheritance among all them which are by 
ſanctiſied; ſtill praying that the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the great & hepheard of the 
ſheep, through the blond of the everlaſting teſtament, make you 
perfect in all good works,to doe his will working in au that which 
ic pleaſant in his ſight, through peſus (hriſt to whom be praiſe for 
ever and ever, Amen. | 


ES 
; And remaining yours in all L 
bowels of affection, l 


Thomas B lake, 


TO THE 


BUR Reſpeft to Tufants in our tender of them te 
Chriſt hath been challenged as over-large : The 
firſt that appeared on that part to denie their acceſſe 
were his own Diſciples : The firſt that ſtood up for 
. vindication of their right was Chriſt himſelfs : An 
errour then ſuppreſt,as ſi on as conceived, I would we could make 
lie ſpeed with ſuch 3 fancies, that they mi ght prove 
ſuch untimely births. Retorming-times have ever been found 
this way unhappily fraitfull ; In which Satan act the firft part, 
endevouring evill in an equall meaſare to that good which he 
ſuſpetts is comming to a Nation, The pride of man followes 
cloſe aſter: Every one thinkes he muſt be doing, and bring one 
fone at leaſt to the work, Which if it be not poliſhed in ſi me new 
way the workman is at loſſe of all his honour ; And the lower he 
*in place and ſcemes in partes: the more is his renowne heightened 
in ſo great atchievements. This makes way for. an argument of 
an immediate call, and ſome what like at leaſt to divine Entha- 
iaſmes : which not a few now doe challenge;who being demanded 
by what authoritie they enter upon the work, of the Stewards of 
the M ſteries of God, they firaight hold forth the Apoſtles for 
their Preſidents,but the ſignes ot ſuch Apoſtles we want in them. 
hen Paul had not a calling from man, he could produce it from 

Jeſus Chrilt, and when be received it not from men, nor was 
taught it, he could inſtance in the Revelation of Jetus Chriſt: 
Which way ſoever it comes to paſſe, the work, is much retarded, 
and the way of truth ill ſpoken off, But there is one rule to which 
we muſt appeale: The Law and the Teſtimonie. This triall rhoſe 
of immediate and Divine Call d d not decline, yea Chrilt —_— 

A 3 2 


To the Chriſtian Reader, 


— > 


0b. g. 30. 
2 Pet. 1. 19. 


1 Ram! 4 4 
Tobn 12.48. 


Cute 16.31. 
Lp. 2. 20. 


did defire. Aud Peter when he had a voice fr heaven to give 
in, yet he eſteemed a word of Prophecy as more ure fer his people, 
And when we give this honour of C ovenant-holizeſſe and Cove- 
nant-ſeals to Infants, there is all reaſon that we give the world 
an account of our prattiſe, efpecially ſuffering that A Front, 
which thoſe in the Goſpel met with in their tender of Infants, 
Here is ((mewhat produced to that end, and left to thy Judicious 
cenſure. The Authour hath ſpared all invective lunguage, and 
intreats like dealing from any that differs in opinion, Some will 
complain of anaked Margin, t9 which much might be (uid, The 
Autlour was with books when it was compiled for the Pulpit, hut 
taken from them when it was fitted for the Preſſe. So that uſe of 
Marginall References muſt have put him upon the horrowed co- 
pies of others, ind a new pains for quotation of Chapter & Page. 
Beſides the quotations deſired muſt either have been friends, and 
{s their Evidence would be challenged; or elſe Adverſaries,which 
perhaps might provoke (ome perſonall offences and diſtaſte, which 
the Authour ſtudiouſly profeſſeth to avoid. We all muſt ſtand or 
fall to our Maſter, and this diſpute mnt ſtand or fall according to 
his ſentence which is the Voycè of Scriptures. If this put as end 
to the difference,the diſpute will be everlaſting. Witneſſes from 
the dead are in vain muſtered, when Moles and the Prophets, 
Prophets and Apoſtles cannot be heard. I f b Y this candle ſrom 
thence lighted thou ſeeſt any thi 2g, to m the more clear this title. 
to thy ſelfe and poſterity „let God have the praiſe, and the Au- 


th:ur thy prayers. 
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PRIVILEDGE. 


Gai. + 35 
We who art pewes by nature, and not ſinners of the Gentiles. 


His Chapter contains a two-fold Narration of the Apoſile, The Introd:- 

1 ot his journcy to Jeruſalem, with the ſeyerall occurtents ct ion. 

which happened there: brought in by him for the vindi- 

cation of his Apoſtleſhip,trom the firſt to the eleventh veiſ. 

2. Ot his dealing with Peter at Antioch, which Narration 

ſome ſay is continued to the end of the Chapter, others 

that it is broke off at the ſeventeenth verſe, and inthe ver- 

ſes that follow the Apoſtle doth not telate what he ſaid to Peter, but directi 

his words to the Galathians to whom he writes, which difference I intend 

not — to examine, My text is within this laſt Narration or report of the 

Apoſile. | 
"In which obſerve, 

1. The occaſion given by Peter : Beſore that certain came from James le rerſt 82, | 
did eat with the Gentiles, but when they were come ke withdrew, and-ſeparated * e "| 
binſe//e. » | 
4 The Iſſue which followed upon this carrizge of his, And the other Verſe 13. 

Iewet diſſembled likewiſe with bim, in ſomuch that Barnabas alſo was cerricd we. 

way with their diſſimulat ion. 1 
+ The Arguments brought for cõyiction of Peter of this error which are — WH 
un, | 11 


— 


The Birth-Priviledge : or, 


Verſe 14. 


SOT & 
Fer Cc; 15, 28. 


Diviſon- 


Explication. 


Rom, 1 5.% 
Att 22.3, 
Phil.3.5. 
Atta. 2 6. 
Exod. 19. 6. 
Deut. 4.7, 8. 
Kan. 3. 1. 


ſal. 147,20, 


Fiiſt, in the tourtcenth verle, If thou, being a lem, live/?# aſter ite manner 
of the Gentiles, and not as doe the Lewes, why compelleſt t lou the Gentiles to 
live as doe the lewes ?: Thus the Argument runs, It is unreatonable to dravy 
others into a practice, that thou thy ſelfe purpoſely forbeareſt: But thou thy 
ſcife keepeſt not the Jewiſh Rites and Ordinances; And therefore it is an 
unteaſonable, and a blame-worthy practice, by thy example to compell other + 
to their obſerv.ition : yea, thou being a Jew takeſt thy ſelfe to have freedome, 
unreaſonably chen doſt thou dta on others, wao were never under any ſuch 
obligation. 

The ſecond A gu ment is in the ſifteenth and ſixteenth Verſes, Ne who 
are lewes by nalure, a1d nor ſianers of the Geatiles, Knowing thet a man is not 
aſt i fied by the works of the lam, lut by the faith of ſeſu Chriſt, even we bave be- 
tceved in leſus Chriſt that we might be ju tified by the faith of ChriF, and not by 
the wort of the Law: for by the works of tte Law [hall ro fleſh be juſtified : 
which is thus inforced : In that way whercia we who are Jewes,with all our 
birth+priviledges,cannot attain to tighteouſneſſe; we may not teach the Gen- 
tiles to attain to it: But we who are Jevves by nature, and not finners of the 
Gentiles,cagnot this way attain to righteouſneſſe: We know that a man is 
juſtified by faith, we are compelled do quit the Law, and to cleaye to faith 
without works for jultification; 

The words of the text contain, 

Firſt,the Priviledge of Peter, Paul, Barnabas, with the reſt of the Jewes, 

Secondly, The Character of the Gentiles, in oppoſition to the /ewes. 

As to the full purpoſe, tor which the words are brought by the Apoſtle, they 
haye(for the ſenſe of them) their dependance on the words that follow; but ſo 
farre as they contain the priviledge of the Tewes, in oppoſition to, and above 
the Gentiles,(o farre they are full of themſelves, ſhewing firlt pofirively, what 
himſelt and Petey were: Tewes by nature: Secondly, Negatively, what they 
were not; ſinnert 0f the Gentiles, 

For ſome explication: Nature is here taken, not in the proper, but vulgar ac- 
ceptation, ſor birth or deſcent ſrom Anceſtors: As uſually, in our common phraſe 
of ſpeech,we (ay men are naturaty Dutch, Frencb, Spaniſh, Iriſh, when they are 
ſuch born and bred, this Scripture therefore Cami ro cites tor one, in which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks after the yulgar manner: we have a Scripture paralell with this 
Ron. i 1. 24. where Nature, and natural is only by birth and off. ſpring : Peter, 
Faul, Barnabas were all naturally Tewes, born of Jewiſh parents and bred up in 
the way and Religion of the Jewes: ſuch only Chriſt choſe for Apoſtles, being 
himſelf a Miniſter of the Circumciſion: Peter therefore being one of the twelve, 
mult necefſirily be ſuch, Paul was ſuch, as we know from his one mouth, 4 
Jem, and of the tribe of Ber jamin, Barnabas was ſuch of the tribe of Levi. And be- 
ing ſuch, they enjoyed a priviledge which the Gentites wanted, they were by 
birth & cft-ſpring of a Nation that is holy: No Nation was ſo great as they who 
had God ſo nighuxto them, who bad Statutes and ludgements (0 righteows The 
Jew had every way Preregetives & advantages,but chiefly the Oracle: of God: 

God bad nor dealt ſo with every Nation: when other Nations were without 
God,they had God nigh unto them, hen others were nclean, they yere holy: 
This 


Covenant-Holineſ, . 


4. 
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This great priviledge cf birth Gentiles wanted, and ſo were by off · ſpting ſin- 
nert. as birth renders all ſo they remaine,unho'y and uncleaxe among the unboly 
and uncleane: without any (uch title to the Covenant of God that thereby they 
might obtaine any other denomination, they are dogs while the people in 
Covenant are children. And by this meanes the ſeeming oppoſition which 
is betweene this text and that of the Apoſtle Zpheſeze 3. is eali.y reconciled , 
Here the Apoſtle makes an oppoſition in nature berwecne Jewes and Gentilcs 3 
Jewes by nature had a priviledge above Gentiles z there he makes Jew and 
Gentile in nature equa# : We { laith he) were by nature children o/ wrath as 
well as others, as well as heathens that bave no birth- priviledge; Nature in 
that text is not the ſame as Nature in this: Nature there is taken for the 
qualification of nature, which is equally defiled in Jewes as Gentiles, which 
is there evidenced in the converſation of the Jevves being (before converſion 
by grace) the yery ſame with the Gentiles: Among whom alſo we al had our 
converſation in times paſt, in the luſt s of our fleſh, julfiting the deſires of the 
fieſh, and of themind, and were by nature the children of wrath, even as athers. 
Nature bere is taken for a birth-priviledge, and ſo the Jewes (though in 
the mſelves ſinnet:) are reputed an hbly people, a people by Coyenanr holy 
to the Lord : Nature (imply confidered is ſtained, and renders Jewes and 
Gentiles equilly ſanert and obnoxious to Gods wrath, of which Juſbfica- 
tion by faith is an acknowledgement as the Apoſtle here ſhewes, verſ. 17, 
Bur birth of lewiſb anceſtors, ot the ſtacke of Iſraell, puts them into a ſelect 
condition, into the number of a people ho to the Lord; Neither is this any 
conttadiction; Common things dedicated for holy ſervice and uſe are boly, 
A people by nature ſinners, dedicated to the Lord, are for holy ſervice and uſe, 
for the ſervice of the Lord, when others are for ſervice of lr; Therefore 
leruſalem, a City none of the holieſt for any tranſcendent manners of the 
Iahabitants thereof, is yet called by the Eyangeliſt the Holy ciꝶy, by reaſon 
ol the temple and worſbip there that were boſy,and from hence this obſervation 
followes ; ö 
A people that enjoy Gods Ordinances convey to their Iſſue a priviledge to 
be reputed of a ſociety that is holy, to be numbred amongſt, not uncleane, but holy 
erſont. | 
F For prooſe, ſee the Covenant of God made with Abraham, 7 will eſt abliſh 
+ wy Covnant betweene me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee in their ponerations, 
for au everlaſ ing Covenant, to be a God unto thes and to thy ſeede aſter thee. 
God is one party in this Coyenant, Abrabam and bis poſterity make the other; 
theſe in their ſucceeding generations are the people of God, and ſo by na- 
ture (that is birth priviledge ) boly, And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the If- 
raclites in his time, ſaith, To them pertaineth the adoption, aui the glory, and 
the Caverants, the giving of the Law, and the ſervice, and the promiſes, They 
were a people in Covenant, having the holy oracles of God they were the 
ſervants ot the great God, and therefore the glory above others -was theirs, 
Hence is it that the Name of God is called upon them age after age, and not 
upon any others that jayne not themſel ves to them. The land of their 
habitation where they dwelt, aud enjoyed this peculiar priviledge is ordinarily 
B ſtiled 
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The Birt h- Priviledge : or, 


— 


1 8.8. 
14.19. 18. 
Deut 141,1. 
Ila 64.1. 
Kom. 11. ic, 
I7- 


Cen 17. To 


Enlargements- 


10.0. 7 . 6, 7. 


3 Cbr3.3 4.3. 
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SS 


4e 23.6. 
ATMS 26. 5. 


21 at. I 5.6, 17s 


3+ 


2 Chro. 28.2, 3, 


4+ Gentiles, Thoa baſt taken thy ſonnet and toy daughters, whom thou haf borne 
e. 16.38, 21. 


— — — —Añ— 


Giled the holy land, being the land of Immanuel. And the language which 


they there [pore the holy lan uage being a marke to diſcerne the people of God: 
The diflinguiſhing and diſcriminating Epithite given to them was itil holy - 
Even all of this roote who were branches ot Aham, 1ſaach, Tacob, all of * 
this lupe whereot Abrabam,1ſaacklacoh were tue firſt fruits,they peculiarly 
had this hongur to receive in their fleſh the ligne andieale ot this Covenant, 
and that in infancy, zlmoſt as ſoonc as borne, being eight dayes old, uh ch 
was their diſtincdion from all others: ler and Circamci on, Ie and the 
people of Cod were ſtill rac lame, g | 

Lo add ſome more ſtrength to this oblervation, take notice of theſe en. 
largements, ; 

1, Aloe liſe ina parent, who by birth priviledge is of the people of God, 
doth nat diveſt his iſlue of this priviledge, to be of the people of God, but they 
are, vvith a non ob ante, ( notwithſtanding any ſuch vicic us wayes of the pa- 
rent) to be enrolled in this number: For proofe of this, locke upon that 
act ct Ieſbua: when the people were got out ot the wildernefle and were 
brought into the land of Cangan z Te children of Iſrael walked forty yeares 
is the wilderzeſſe, till all the yeojle, that were men of Marre, which cane ont of 
&Egypt, were conſumed, becauſe they obeyed not the voice of the Lord: Ang 
the children which he raiſed up in their /tead, them Joſhuah crrcunciſed, for 
they were uncircumciſcd, they bad not circumciſed them in the way : you (ee 
wht the ſathert were, yet the children Zoſhuab ordered to be circu nciled: con- 
cerning thei converſation, the parents were enemies, but as touching the ele · 
C ion, the choyce made of God, the I//ize is to be numbred among the helo- 
vel: Who had a wotſe ſatber then Ioſiab, yet where was there a better ſon, 
a circumciſed man, vvyho in youth beg an to ſeeke the God ol his father David ? 

2. Mübelieſe in a parent, diveſts not the Iſfue of this birth. priviledge, 
though the father erte in the faith yet the child is not to be ſhut out of the 
number of believers: We have, in this particular, our Apoſtle for a pre ſi 
dent: Had misbeliefe in the parent, denuded the child of this priviledge 

, 1 83 
S? Paul, had not beene a Je by nature, but an Feretich or ſect ary ly nature, 
being before conv rſion @ Phariſee, and the ſonne of a Phariſee : Scribe was 3 
name ct office, but Phari/ce the name of a {cf : and therefore Chriſt warnes 
to htware of rhe leaven, that is, of the dectrine of the Phariſees, as ot the Sad- 
duces ; luch was Pauls parentage, and yer by deſcent and of- ſpring he is of the * 
people of the Tewes. 

3- 4foſlafie rom the faith in an immediate parent, who himſclfe by deſ- 
cent was of the people ot God, doth not debarre the Iſſue of this priviledpe, 
Aba was ſuch, yet his poſterity were of the 7ewes, and not finters of tbe 


unto me, and theſe baſt thou ſacrificed unto them, Is this of thy whoredomes 
a {mail matter, that then baſt fainemy children, and delivered them, io cauſe 
them to paſſe through the fire for them ? Theſc men of ſpiricuall wWhoredome, 
worſhippers of the 7do/ Moloch, bring torth children to God, they make 
them(clves, finners of the Gentles, by their going a whoring from God, and 
yet their childxen are by nature Iewet, their children God doth owne, and 


calls 


3 rr a Ee 2 
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calls bis children. While the parents live within the pale of che Church, that . 
the ſeed may enjoy ſaving Ordinances, they are to be lo accounted, 

4. Ilegitimation of birth, adulterous copulation in the parents, diveſterh : 
not ſuch Iſſeæ ot this priviledge, David had never in that manner (ought in * 
faſting and prayer his childs life, had he beleeved that he mult not have 
beene of the ſeed of the Jewes, but the uncircumciſed heathen. Phareg was Cex. 38.25. 
of ſuch a birth, yet who bare a greater name and glory in Iſrael then he ? 
and his family ? even where the illegitimation of his bir ch is noted, there the 
elory of his Race is magnitied, which is yet further honoured, in that Rur h. 4. 11. 
Chriſt, accurding to the fleſh, was made of his ſeed, That ſced of Abrabam 
per E minentiam was out of his loynes. Zepbrab, was indeed driven out by his 
brethren, but nat becauſe that he was not of the ſeed of the Icwes and peo- 
ple of God, but becauſe they would not have him to ſhare of the inheritance Iudg. i f. 2. 
among them. p 

I, The maine ground of this, is the great charter of Heaven, which God Reaſon 
pleaſes to grant unto thoſe whom he takes, and chooſes to himſelfe upon 1: 
earth. If a King grant to any ſubject a perſonal priviledge, as to kee pe his 
great Scale, to be Lord Treaſurer, this prviledge dyes with him, his po- 
ſterity hath nothing to doe with the Seale or Exchequer, unleſſe the Prince 
Snding them qualified, makes a ſecond choice of them, which doth not 
often happen, But in caſe the priviledge be perpetua l and ſuccellive, and not 
terminated ia the perſon, bat the words of the grant rune to them and tlicir 
heires, then the privitedge remaines to poſterity, Nobiemen with us, h2ve 
their bonowrs, not for themſelves only, but their Iſſue; and ſome men have 
Offices, which they call OH et of inberitance : And all Enziifh ſubjects, have 
divers Immunities and fteedames. Now the great Charter of Heaven, ruus Gen,19,5; 


in the largeſt words, to them andtheir ſeed aſter them, in all genꝛrationt. £As 2,38. 
2, Thus is of the nature of thoſe things, which deſtend from parent to 2 


child, from Anceſtors to poſterity; In that Religion which is of God, we 
have here found it, and all other Religions doe lay claime to ir, h 
There are thoſe things indeed, which are perſonally inherent in men, and 
proper to them, ſo that they cannot convey them to their iſſue, thete is ao deri- 
ving of them to others by ſucceſſion, as 
1. Ini viduall accidents of the body, wounds, ſcartes or ſingular comeli- 
ne ſſe of feature, theſe are ſo in the patent, that they are nat conyeyed 
to their children. 
2. Habits or proper guiftt, whether acquired by painzs, or infuſed. The 
ſonne of a learned man inherits not his fathers guifts, The {onne of 
an Artificer is no ſuch Artiit, The ſonne of a Prophet hath not by ver- 
tue of birth the guift of pophecy, nor is the ſonne of a regenerate man, 
endowed with (aving grace for that reaſon, 
There are on the contrary, thoſe things that paſſe from patent to child, 


which the pitent by nature or ſpeciall privilegge, hath power to convey, as 


1. Theeſſentiall or integral! parts of a Pecies, with the naturall propet- 
ties, that doe accompany it, ſo one bruit be aſt brings forth another, one 
bird 0:ings forth another, and man brings forth one of manekind, 
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2. The priviledges or burdens, which in Family or Nation are hereditary, they 


are conveyed from parents to poſterity, from Anceſtors to their Iſſue: As 
isthe tather, ſo is the child, as reſpecting theſe particulirs: The child of a 
Free.man with $* Paul is free borne: The child of a Noble mas is noble; 
The child of a bond-man (where ſctvants were wholy their Maſters 
to diſpoſe ) is a bond man likewiſe, So the child, of a Turke is a Turke; 
The child of a Pagan is a Pagan; The child of a few is a Iew ; The 
child of a Chriſtian is a Chriffjan: As by vertue cf the grand Char- 
ter of Heaven among the people of God, this priviledge doth deſtend: 

So it is of the nature of thoſe things that are de/tendable. : 

3. The name of Iem or Chriſtian would not long hold in any family, 
among any people, if this truth (that there is a generat:on, according to 
the fleſh, which haye this priviledge to be accounted of che people of God 
may not be yeelded, but as it is in trades, the father is of one, the lonne of 
another, ſo we ſhould (ce it in religions; But God provideth tor a continuance 
in ſucceſſion, from age to aze, from generation to generation 3 he keeps them 
Hill within Covenant, though many doe degenerate. 

But ſome (ay, all this is blowne away at one breath : That the Iewet 
had this priviledge cannot be denied, But this was a priviledge peculiar to 
the ſeed of Abrabams ſleſu, and not to the ſeed of his faith : Beleeving Iewes 
had this birthright-priviledge, Beleeving Chriſtians have not, they muſt 
make profeſſion of their faith before they bg accounted among them that 
be holy, 

I anſwer, Such a grant God did once vouchſafe by free Charter to his 
people: How can it be made appeare that ever it was reverſt, or any ſuch 
limit put unto it? The Church ot God hath held it in Fee by vertue of this 
grant from Abraban to this very houre, and there is no word of God to 
challenge them for uſurpation 3 They that will out us of ſo long po on, 
muſt make their plea punctuall tor our evidtcox. 

Secondly, Chriſtians can produce new Covenant -aduancing Scripturss, 
that Chrilis comming put them into a better and more comfortable condi- 
tion then were beleevers in former ages: I would faine have them to produco 
any one ner Covenant depre ſſing Scripiure, to ſhevy that we in any caic are in 
a worſe or more uncomtortab le condition then our fathers. 

If it be ſaid that though this Bitth.prixiledge be taken away, yet we are not 
in a worſe condition having it in other mote deſiteable things enlatged. 

Let theſe then faxew when, and where this was tiken away, and what 
was given in lieu and recotmpence of this went, and greate/# diſcomfort 
that can cometoa parent, as a parent, to have his Iſſue expunged out of the 
number of Gods people who are holy: Let them produce thuſe Scriptures, 
which ſo difference the old and new Covenant made with belic vets, that the 
one ſhould be peretual, the other perſonal; That the Covenant with the 
Few ſhall tranſcend the Covenant with Chriſtians, 2s an Inberitance for ever 
exceeds a Grant for terme of life: Let them give us an hint of any Reaſon 
why this priviledge ſh-uld belong to the heuts of Abrahams body, and not 
vw the acies of his ſaith That reaſon held forth by Come, that Ch: iſt ſhould 
com 8g 
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come out of his loynes is of no force, it excludes all the tribes out of that pri. 
viledge but Iudab, when every tribe of Iſrael in this were equall with 7. 
dab, cvery familie of Judah's tribe but David's; And moſt of all, it would 
have excluded the ſeed of the Proſelites, that according to the fle ſu were 
ſtrangers to Iſrael,when yet in this priviledge they were equal. 

But not to reſt in Negatives,and Generals, (though the firſt grant being 
preſuppoſed, this might abundantly ſatisfie) but to come to ſome Poſitive 
proofes, particularly evincing this priviledge of Chriſtians, 

1. The Apoſtle in time of the ne Teftament, when the Spirit was actu- 
ally given, propounds this Covenant in as full a latirude, and ample extent, as 
ever it was made to Abrabam, ot belonged to the lewes, yea in the like words, 
as under the old Covenant it was delivered : Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Teſus Chriſt for the remiſi ion of ſinne t, and ye ſhal re- 
ceive the gift of the boly Ghoſt. For the promiſe is unte you, and to your chi- 
dren,and to all that are a/arre off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 
I doe not now diſpute the end, hy this Covenant is there urged,it is enough 
for the preſent purpoſe, that ſuch a Covenant yet remaines, and ſo concludes 
the promiſe till to ſtand in its antient latitude and extent. Had God in theſe 
laſt dayes put this ſimit to it, then the Apoſtle (now the prophecy of the laſt 
dayes was fulflled ) would not haye put this latitude upon it. 

2, The Belcevers of the Gentiles ſucceed the lewes in the Covenant, ſewet 
were broken off that Gentiles might be grafted inz and fewer being broken off 
Gentiles were grafted in for them: And beſide Scripture-ſilence of any 
abridgement of priviledge to the ſucceſſor enjoyed by the predeceſſor, which 
is a good ground of claime to the ſame, we have further Evidence in the 
ſame place, that ic is divolyed upon Gentiles in as large a way as ever it 
was enjoyed by Iewes : We are now branches of that root by vertue of this 
inſition; and if the rest be holy the branches are holy, is the Apoſtles argu- 
ment, and if the firſt- fruits be holy, the lump is holy. 

Will it be laid, that this propolition is brought by the Apoſtle, to prove a 
remaining bolineſſe in the people of the Tewes, that they are not ſo caſt of 
but that they ſhall be againe received, but intends no proofe of Holineſe in 
ſucceſſion to the Gentiles, 7 

To this I anſwer, firſt, That a propolitionuniverſally true may be applyed 
ta all particulars z This poſition is ſuch, and being by the Apofile confe ſſed- 
ly applyed to the Zewes, is of equall truth being applyed to the Gentiles. 

| Secondly,I ſay,if the holineſſe of the Root ( Abrabam, Iſaac, and 1acob recei- 
ving the promites) be an argument of weight to prove that the whole body 
of the people of the Tewes (were it not for their preſent actuall unbelicf)were 
all boly, with a federall holineſſe, and that this their unbeliefe ſhall yer be 
done away that they may be again(as before) botine/e to the Lords Then it 
much mare proves that the Gentiles remaining in the Root, and continuing in 
the ſaith ate univerſally Root and branch holy. 

Bur this with the Apoſtle is an argument of weight, as plainly appears in 
the Chapter: See verſ. 28. and 29, As concerning the GofÞel, they are enenies 
ſor your [akes : but as touching the election 9 2 are beloved for thefatbers — 
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They were enemies to the Golpel for the Gent i les ſake, that they might be 
received, but beloved tor theit lakes ou: of whoſe loynes they iflued , and that 
they ſhall therefore be again recgived, is there alſo demonſtrated, ſeeing the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

Will it be further (aid, that the Brouches, actually by faith engraffed, are 
holy, but it doth not follow that theſe, as a Rot, tranſmit any ſuch holineſſe 
to their Ifye, 

To chis I anſwer,that the conſequence is nece ſſary, firſt, becauſe the bran. 
ches of Anceſtors are the Root of poſteritie, being made an holy branch; 
in refereace to their iſſuc they now become an holy Root : lee was a 
branch of Abrabamt Rack, yet he was the Root of David and of Cbriſt A 
ſubordinate Magiſtrate is a ſubjet, in reterence to his ſuperior, yet a man of 
authoritie and command in reſpe& of his inferiours ; Each man is his fathers 
chili, but his childs father - So it is here, a branch of thoſe that weit before, is 
the root of thoſe that follow aſter. 1 

Secondly ,The Apoltle hath not at all to deale in that place with a perſo- 
tall holineſſe, but with an holineſſe derivative and of ſucceſſion, the perſo · 
nall holinefſe mentioned in the objection, and maintained by the adverſaries 
ol this Doctt ine, is qualitative and inherent , dcrived from no other Rc ot 
then Chriſt ; this here, is from Abraham, Iſaac, ind Iacob, receiving the pro- 
miſes: Either no hulineſſe at all comes his way to Belcevers, as from Abra- 
bam ſtock, or elle ic is ſuch as Abratan by yertue of the Covenant doth 
communicate to poſteritie. 

3- The Grand B rth-priviledge, by the Jewes enjoyed, is to be an holy 
Nation; to have the whole body cf their people, as dittinguithed from others, 
accounted hoy to the Lend: This was peculiacly their bonour from age to age, 
from generation to gencration z But this honour to be a cLo/en generation, 
an ho Nation, a people peculiar ( Phraſes as h ga as ever were given the 
Jewcs) is given to belecving Chiiſtians: Chriſtians cheretore in this Birth- 
priviledge <quall the Nation af «lic Jewcs, 

Neither will this be avoyded, by affirming that the text in Peter, is meant 
of the Church inviſible, the living and lively members of Chriſt, who are all 
hol) by an inberent qualitative holineſſe of /arification; $0 that here is not 
any equzlizing ot the body of Chriſtians with the Nauon of the Jewes, but 
only an a{uſiento the titles, given the Tewes to advance the Excellencie of 
tegencrate Chriſtians, called accordingro Gods purpoſe, 

The contrary to this in the text is cleare 2 Firſt, by looking backe to the 
words that there precede z It is meant of al! choſe who doe not profeſſedly, 
wich the unbeleeving Iewes, re ſect Chriſt Ieſus, which will yet more fully 
appeare by comparing the words of S* Paul, Rem. 9.32.33. But all that doc 
not profeſſeely reject Chriſt Ieſus, are not men called and qualified as before, 
Simon Aſagus had enough to make him one of this number : Secondly, by log» 
kirg ſer ward, to that which followes in the Characler which the Apoſtle 
(betore he ends his defcriprion) addes: M hich in times paſt were not a pegs 
pe, hut now are the prope of Go4; A (peech taken from tte Ixophet, to let 
cut the calc of the Centiles a ic is alſo by S* Faul interpreted, Rem. 926. Bur 
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the Gentiles, chus called, and of no people made a people, haveè all a Covenint- 
holineſſe, and not alwaycs holineſſe inherent, The Gentiles are called from 
not- covenant, into covenant ; from xon-ſederation, into ſederation; Thus is 
that call, ind therefore a call into Covenant: The Call ot thoſe who are not 
a people; to be a people of God; is the call of Nations into Covenant, cut. 
32,21, Rom. 10. 19. 1 will move them to jealouſie, with thoſe that are t a 
people, I will provoke tbem to anger, with @ jcoliſh Nations But this 14 duc 
text is ſuch a Cal, and theretore it is the call of a people into Covenant. 

4. It there yet remaine in the boſome of the Church, children barn ofter the 
f:jb, ſo that che diſtinct ion ot birthæ as applyed to Abrahams ſeed, ſtul hath 
place among beleeving Chriſtians, And that which fully anſwers to Circuꝶci- 
fon of the fleſh remainerh among Chriſtians likewiſe, taen it muſt needs fol- 
low,that there is in the Church, that priviledge of birth. holineſſe ſtill conti- 
nuing: The conſequence is evident, leeing the birth of the fleſh, where this 
birth-priviledge is denyed, gives no Cburcheintereſt or title at all; neither 
doth Circumciſion of the fleſh, or that which is paralell with it, evidence any 
ſuch Intereſt oc Title : All ſuch are excluded according to this Tenent, who 
are of carnall deſcent only, and can claime no other Intereſt, | 

This mult needs be of force with them who affirme, that Infants (who for. 
merly were members by yertue of birth-priviledge ) then were deprived and 
caſt out, when the Jewes Church and State was abrogated, by the comming of 
Chriſt ,and planting other Churches, farre different jrom that of the Iewes in 
many refpetts, That, cont ituted upon nature (they lay) and the natura ſeed of 
Abrabam. T bis,ut on grace, and the ſpirituall ſeed of Abrabam ; That, therefore 
rermed Iſrael according to the fleſh, and circuuciſion of the fleſb ; This, 1 ſrae( ace 
cor ling to the Spirit, and circumciſion of the heart It then there yet remaine, 
thoſe that are lo ſtiled ; infants of Chriſtians by their own argument, are not 
rejected, and no ſuch difference between Jew and Criſtian,berween the State 
of the Church then, and the State of the Church nom, is to be admitted. 

But there yet remaines in the boſome ot the Church of Chriſtians thoſe 
that have no other title or intereſt then by yertue of birth after the Heſh: This 
diſtinction of births, which they ſay is abrogated, is of the ſame force and uſe 
now, as it was when Abrabant was alive, and that which is full paralell with 
circumciſion of the fleſh ſtill remaines : The former, namely diſtinction of 
births, ve have from St Paul : But as then be that was born aſter the fleſh, 
perſecuted bim that was borne after the Spirit, even ſo it no. How is 
there truth in this aſſertion of the Apoſtle, that /o it i nam, if this diſtiaction 
of births, be now abrogated and aboliſhed? it there be not in the Church 
ot Chriſtians thoſe that have the ſame title, and no other, os mote noble then 
had Iſhmget ? of whom the Apoſtle is there to be underſtood, 

I ſee che exception that will be taken by (ome at the phraſeſborn of the feſb] 
which ſome will interpret not by naturall deſcent, but corruption of nature, 
But this can be the exception but of a ſe, of thoſe who are herein adverſa- 
ries,ſceing they beleeve no ſuch — — of birth in Iſhmael, nor any other; 
Neither indeed were Abraba ut children ever ſo diſtinguiſhed, by a birth in 
corrup tian, and a birth in grace, being all borne in corruption» Birth _ 
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fleſh here is the ſame as kin/men according to the fleſh, Rom.g. 3. and cbil 
dren of the fleſh, Rom. 9. 8. But there no birth in corruption, but a birth ot 
nature, and naturall deſcent is only undetſtood: Men of no other then 2 
carnall title perſecuted then, men that are thus, and no otherwile intitled 
to the number ot the people of God take the ſame wayes now : Both branches 
of the diſtir.tion are therefore ſtill with Chriſtians, 

For the latter, namely that which fully anſwers to the circumciſion ot the 
ficlh we have from dt Perer, who ſpeaking of ſalvation by Baptiſme puts 
by way of parentheſis this diſtinction, Not the putting away the filth of the 
2h, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God: where, putting away 
e filth of the fleſb is the lame with the Circumci ſion of the fleſh, and the an- 
ſwer of a good conſcien e towards G ads, is the ſame with the circumciſion of the 
beart, This diltinQion is theretore ill applyed, when that which is cut« 
ward and of the feſh is only applied to Teryes ; and that which is inward, 
and of the heart only unto Chriſtians, The Jewes had that which was in- 
ward, and of the beart, as well as we; and we have that which is outward and 
of the fleſh as well as they: Such doftine will conclude dhe whole body 
of the J-wes without exception unJer condemnation, as having no holineſſe 
i:ward or ſpiritual ; and all Chriſtians in alike generality in che ſtate of 
ſalvatien, as being all inwardly boly and ſpirituall: we ſhall have neither 
tigh way rocky nor thoray ground, but only good ground, good and honeſt 
hearts among us, if it be circumciſion of the heart, aud Iſtael according to 
the Spirit that alone denominates us Chriſtians. 

5. The ſced of belecving parents under the Goſpell, muſt be lookt upon 
under one member of this diviſion in the text, the Apoſtles diſtinction is tull 
and compleate, either they mult be accounted of the people” of God who are 
relatively and [ederaffy holy, as were Jews , or clic cut of the number, and 
under the ſecond head of unboly and out ot Covenant, as were ſinners of the 
Gentiles; a third cannot be aſſigned ; the Apoſtles diſtribution may not be 
challenged, If it be under the firſt head that they are lookt upan, we haye 
what we contend for; If under the ſecond, then the heavy doome of 
ſuaners,Gentiles, Aliens is theirs z they are then with:ur Chriſt, without bope, 
without God in the world, which will be heavy and unwelcome tidings to 
tender parents, that they bring not forth children (as the Jes did) to 
God, but to the god of this world; that G doth not {ay of them ( but Sa- 
tan may) my children, leaving them in no better condition, then the ſeed of 
the Heathen, Pagans,Turks, Infidels, as is freely confeſſed by ſome, And what 
condition that is, we may learne from the Prophets David and fereny. 
Powre out thy ſuiy upon the haat ben that nom thee not, and the families that call 
not upon thy naine. The whole of their focke, fer ought in Scripture? appearcs, 
have no other portion. 

6. We have the Apoſtles authority expreſlely affirming, that this birthright 
Privilege of Covenant · bolineſſe ſill appertaines to the ſced of belecvers, 
where either ot the parents are belceving 3 The unbelceving bubard js ſarcti- 
fed in the wiſe, and ibe unbeleeving wiſe is ſand iſied in the haband, elſe were 

Jour children unc gane, but now are iy holy, The whole ſeed theretote is to 
ve 
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be accounted in the number of thoſe that are holy ( which ia the text is the 
condition of the Jewes ) and not among uncleane, which here the Apoſt'e 
calleth, ſinners of the Gentiles. A birth-priviledge of bolineſe therefore till 
remaines. 

Here it is replyed that by holineſſt in this place is meant legitimation, by 
uncleaneneſſe is underſtood baſt ardy : ſo that the meaning of the Apoſtle is, 
elſe were your children ſpurious, ot a baſtardbirth, but now they are legiti- 
mate, as borne in wedlocke ; The mariage is lanctiſied in reſpect of Iſſue, 
not for covenant bolize//e, lo as to put them into the number of an holy 
people, but to legitimize chem, and to take the intamy of baftardy away from 
them, 

By way of anſwer I would make theſe demands; Firſt, Whether they will 
give the like interpretation cf this text in hand, which is every way paralel, 
and anſwers in either ot the branches? Doth the Apoſtle here meane, wee 
that are Ly birth legitimate, and not baſtards of the Gentiles ; Phraſes thus pa- 
ralel from one pen, will hardly admit interpretations ſo different. 

Secondly, Whether ever they read in Scriptute, ot any other Authour theſe 
two oppokte Epithites, uncleane and holy, in ſuch a ſenſe or meaning; that 
holy ſhould be legitimate, and uncleane ſpurious or baitardy : In ſuch births 
uncleaneneſſe is indeed the parents finne, but I never read or heard that it 
was the cbilds Epithite : Singular opinions put men upon ſingular inter» 

retations, 

Thirdly, Whether ir had been a baſtard birth, if neither party had been of 
the faith ? whether mariage be not valid (being no Ordinance proper to the 
—1 but common to all man- kind) aſwell among heathens as Chri- 

ians ? 

But to give more particular ſatisfaQion, as in the negative, that it is not 
meant ot legitirnation ſo alſo in the affirmative that it is to be undetſtood of 
a Covenant holineſſe of the children of belcevers, 

For the negative, 1. A reſult or fruit of faith in the parent, cannot be the 
legitimation of the Iſſue: faith and legitimation of I ſſue being of diſtinct 
kinds, An unbeleever may hare iſſu legitimate; and men profeſling the 
Faith, with Indab, Gilead, David, may have iſſue illegitimate. But holineſle 
in the text, is a fruit or reſult of faith in the parent; The unbeleeving, whe- 
ther husband or wife, contributes nothing to this hol ineſſe; all that they doe 
is that (being maried to a beleever) they are no impediment: They are 

ſancł i ſied, they doe not ſauct ie, The ſanftifying power, to the producing of 
the holinc ſſe of the Iſſue, is made proper to the belceving party. The unbe- 
leever is ſarcł i ſied, ſo that both together make an holy root to produce an 
holy branch. 

It will be (aid that beleevi-g is not in the text, the words are, that the un · 
beleeving huaband is ſanctiſied in tbe wife, and the anbeleevinę wife in ſarcki. 
Fed in the bazband, not in the beleeving wiſe, nor in the beleeving buband, 
ſo that the text makes it not any reſult or truir of faith, 

This weake objection hath an eaſie anſwer, It is che wife of an unbeleeving 
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husband, the husband of an uubelecving wife, when the mariage is between a 
belee ver, and an unbelee ver. 

Secondly, One patent is not to be preferred before another, as to be 
alone, in giving that honour to the iſſue in which both are equall: But 
here one parent is preferred before another, in giving this honour ot holine ſſe 
to the iſſue: Therefore it cannot be legitimation of the iſſue, in which 
either of bath, whether belceving or unbelceving are equall: A Noble- man 
marrying a meane woman the Iflue hath boncur from one, legit imation alike 
{rom both; The wiſe is honoured, but doth not honuur ; 80 it is here, An 
inſide ll marrying a belcever is ſanctified, doth not lanctiſie; the iſſue hath this 
honour of holine ſſe from the patent of honour, but legitimation (as all con- 
ſelle) equally from either; ſomething elſe therefoie then legitiraation muſt 
needs be the meaning. 

For the afficmative, that it is meant of Covenantcbolinefe, That interpreta- 
tion which here directly anſwers, that which in all reaſon was the Daefitum 
or ſcruple wherein the Corinthians in their letter to the Apoſtle defired reſo. 
lution, T hat exatly anſwers each branch of the text, and runs full paralel 
with other places of Scripture, that muſt needs be taken tor the interptetation. 
But this interpte tation of Covenants bolineſſe is ſuch that anſwers their [cruple, 
exactly agrees with each brauch of the text, and runs ſul paralel with other 
places of Scripture, T his theretore cannot be denied to be the genuine and full 
interpretation of the place. 

For the firſt; making it their ſcruple whether they might continue their 
marriage ſociety with one out ot the Covenant of God, they could not but 
ſeriple what ſhould become of their ¶ ue; whether they were to be accoun- 

ted as they themſelves, of the number of the people of God, or to be exclu- 
ded from them with their unbeleeving parent; eſpecially ſecing in E races 
time, thoſe that married range wives were en joyned to put them away, and 
ſuch as were borne of them ; and in Nebemiab's time the Iſſue is branded as 
of a mixt and mengre i kind that were ſo deſcended : which is alſo further 
lrengthned by the Priefts anſwer to the ſeverall caſes of conſcience, by Gods 
appointment propounded by Haggai the Prophet, If one beare boiy fleſh in 
the skirt of bis garment, and with bu Skirt doe touch bread, or pottage, or wine, 
er oyle, or any meat, ſhall it be holy } And the Prieſt arſwered and ſaid; No. 
The touch of an uncleane thing by a cleane, doth not ſanRikic it, as the caſe is 
there reſol ved: Againe, I ene that is wncleaxe by a dead body, touch ary o theſe 
ſha'l it be uncleane? and the Prieft anſwered and(aid; it ſhallbe uncleane. 
The touch of a cleane thing by an uncleane doth pollute it, as is there teſol. 
ved likewiſe ; This might juſtly occaſion the Corint hiant feare, that they and 
their iſſue might be pclluted by ſociety with this uncleane party, and that the 
uncleane {party or their iſſue, could not by them be ſanctiſied. And the Apo- 
file returning aaſwer to both (not only to the continuance in marriage*tels 
lowſhip,bur alſo to that which concernes their iſſue,) evidently maniſells chat 
their ſciu ple was alike in both. 

For tl. e ſecond z that it fully agrees with the circumſtances of the text: 

Here 


— 


| " Covenant-Holineſſe., 


Here is a couple joyned in marriage, one of them boly, of the people of God, 
the othcr unclean, a finner of the Gentiles, and a firanger to them; the Iſſue 
muſt take after the one, and the anſwer (as concerning the Iſſue) is fitted to 
both; To the unbeleeving negatively, through ſanctification in the belee- 
ving partic they arc not wncleare 3 to the beleever ffirmatively , they are 


For the laſt: thatit runnes paralell with other places of Scripture, this 
text is an abundapt witneſſe: The people of God are ſlill thus honoured for 
an Holy nation, an boly people, a people of belineſſe : Men out of Covenant 
fill branded, as uncleaue, dogs , ; and the like appellations: This 
Scripture holds theretore firme for proote of the aſſertion, That Chriſtians 
have their Birtheright Priviledge, that they tranſmit a Covenant. Holineſſe to 
their Iſſue, even to theit . 

Neither is it to purpoſe to object, that contradictions here are joyned to 
produce one and the ſame effect, An holy and unboly perſon to bring forth boy 

ue : This was the doubt which the Corinthians objected, and the Apoſtie 

ol yes; (ſeeing the unbelee ver, whether husband or wife, is ſanRificd 3 (0 that 
they joyntly make one Root for to bring forth an holy branch, 

And thus it was (though the contrary be objected) in the time of the Law, 
one parent being within the Covenant, the childe was circumciſed; And 
therefore Paul circumciſing Timothy, whoſe father was à Greeke, the reaſon 
given is, chat bis Mother was a Teweſſe: And the Example ot putting away 
of thoſe that were borne of ſtrange wives from Exra 10. is firangely by ſome 
here objected, (ecing the wives —— were there put away, and here the 
Apoſtle (they know) orders otherwiſe : If they ſee that &i Pauit rule accords 
not in the one, how is there a neceſſity that it ſhould accord in the other? 
Something there was in that Example ſpeciall and extraordinary,as there was 
in Mordecai's not bowing the knee to Haman : whether it were that novy 
they were ane (as it were) to forme their Church, upon their return from 
Babylon 3 and were not willing to admit ſuch a mixture, eſpecially ſu many 
offending, as to make a conſiderable partie: or whether the Nations with 
whom they had joyned themſelves were of thoſe particularly forbidden 
them, Deut.7, or under any ſpeciall curſe aa Amalek was, which ſome con- 
ceive was the reaſon that Afordecai refuſed to give that honour to Hamas 
an Fmalekite : Certain ir is that it agrees not with other preſidentsʒ we have 
examples ot Marriages not a few with Heathens, which though it was their 
fia, yet there is no ſentence of nullitie paſſed, nor were the wives or Iſſue 
rejeted: And the Corinthians caſe was yet fairer, their Marriage was with= 
out fin, ſeeing they had not elſewhere to joyne themſelves in marriage, being 
then both parties heathens, and one partie being ccnverted, the marriage by 
the Apoſtles ſentence till holds, and the Iſſue to be reckoned with the be- 
leeving patent. 

Neither is here that which is proper to regeneration, given (as ſome ob. 
ject) to naturaligeneration : 

1. It was ſo with the Iewes, as is confeſſed, they had this Birth.priviledge 
Covenant · Halinſſe, and yet that which was proper to Regeneration, was 
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not then given to naturall generation, either ot both births haze from God, 
and among the people of God their proper right. 

2. The Holinefle which we here maintaine is no fruit of Nature, (ſo ir 
could not have been proper to the Ie, but common to the Gentile) but from 
the Covenant of free grace, to all inthe faith and their ſeed : Regeneration 
workes gratio u — x Iobn 5. 4. This birth- ight only entitles to 
outward priviledzes : Regeneration therefore is not at all here wrotged, nor 
naturall gener ition over highly advanced : let thoſe that frame the objecti- 
on take heed leſt themſclves run upon this Rock, denying all corruption of 
nature, or bitth · ſin, they make Regeneration of no ufe, If all were right in 
the firſt birth there needed not another to follow, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes of 
Covenants,ſo I may ſay of births : If the firſt had been faultleſſe, there ſb ul 
no place ha ve been /047bt for the ſecond. 

Hence it neceſſarily followes by way of Conſectary, that the infants of 
Chriltian parents are debarred of their right, if they be not in infancie ten- 
dered and admitted unto the Ordinance of Baptiſme: THey are God's, and 
we muſt render them to God: Chriſt hath intereſt in them, they muſt there. 
fore be dedicited to him: They are of che number of thoſe that are holy, and 
therefore they are to be received and inrolled in the number ; Bapti/me is 2 
diltinguiſhing note between the people of God, and thoſe who are ſtrangers 
from him; They are His, and they muſt therefore be thus diſtinguiſhed: The 
torce of this conſequence the adverſaries doe no leſſe then acknowledge, for- 
cing the Scriptures which evidently evince this Covenant-Holineſſe , unto 
ſtrained interpretations, on purpoſe to avoid it: Upon this ground inſauts 
under the law were circumciſed, and upon the ſame infants now are to be 
baptized ; ſo that it is not barely the Analogy betweene Circumciſion and 
Baptiſme, by which we inforce the baptilme ot infants, but the grounds of 
both Circumciſion and Baptiſme : What is objected againſt one concludes 
againſt both: Circumcifion and Baptiſme are therefore by the Apoſtle promiſe 
cuoully taken; there being the ſame principall and maine end of both. What 
can Bapriſme ſigne and ſeale but the rigbreouſneſet of ſaitb ? This, circumci- 
ſion did ſigne and ſeale ro Abrabam and his poſteritie, Reade that which the 
Apaltle obſerves of Abrabams circumcifion, and compare it with the hiftory 
of the Eunuches Baptiſme, and fee where you can finde them differ. Faith 
was reckoned unto Abrabamſor rig btecuſneſſe : How was it rechoned (ſaich the 
Apoſile) in circumciſion or in uncircumci ſion; not in circumciſion but in uncirtum. 
cifion, And be received the ſizne of circumciſion a ſeale of tbe righ:couſneſſe of 
Jaith,whbich be had yet being uncircumciſed. The Eunuch on hs journey with 
Philip, comming to a certain water ſaith, See here is water, what doth hin- 
det me to be baptized? And Philip aid, If thou beleeveſt with all thine beart 
thou maift. And he anſwered and (aid, I beleeve that Ieſw Cl xiſi is the Son of 
God. And be commanded the chariot to ſt and ſtill, and they went down bott into 
the water and be baptized bim. May we notenale the lam e obſervation of this 
Biptiſme, as the Apoſtle doth on Abrabamt circumciſion? He received the 
exe of Baptiſme, a ſeale of the rigbreouſneſſe of the ſaith,wbich be bad being 
et unbaptized : So chat the main end and ule is the lame in boch: All aps 
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pertaining to this faith were circumciſed, and their ſeed. All appertaining to 
this faith are to be haptig ed, and their ſeed. Hence it is that S* Peter un this 
ground of the Promiſe made to beleevers and their ſeed, encourages his 
Converts unta Baptiſme, Repent, and be baptized everyone of yeu in tke Name 
of eſs Chriſt, jor the remiſſion of ſinnes, and ye ſhall receive the boly Gboſt, jor 
the promiſe u made to you and ycur children, and to all that are afarre off, even as 
many 4 th: Lordyour God ſbaftcall, Whence I reaſon, in the ſame latitude as 
the pronuſe is laid downe, the encouragement is allo urged, to receive the 
ligne and ſcale of it. But the promiſe is laid downe in that latitude, to com- 
— Converts and the it ſeed, Conyerts therefore and their ſeed ate to be 

aptized, Can there be any reaſon given,why the ſeed ſhould be mentioned 
in the Motive or Encouragement to receiye Baptiſme, if they were to be ex- 
cluded from Baptiſme ? Accordingly when an houſholder was baptized, all 
the houſhold were baptized, He and all bis, Acts 16.1 5.ver.3 3+ 

Will it be ſaid that this promiſe in this latitude is there rendered onely 
to the Jewes ? 

To this I reply» Firſt, that then Tewes receiving Chriſt (as theſe now did 
and were here encouraged) itill enjoy this birth-priviledge, which being yeel · 
ded ta them cannot be deimed to the Gentiles receiving the faith, without a 
ſingular ſchiſme between Jem and Gentile, They that murmured that their 
widowes were neglected, would ſoone have murmured when their /eed had 
been excluded, And ſecondly, I affirme that the Gentiles are equally there in- 
cluded with the Jewes in the promiſe, as concerning the ſeed, as the Copu- 
lative particle (and) fully eviaceth, it couples not one peece onely but the 
whole of the promiſe. 


There is yet an objeQion that ſeemes to take with more colour; That this 


promiſe had reference to the giſt of the holy Ghoſt, promiſed by Iael the Pro- 


— by the Apoſſ le, ver. 17. &c. mentioned, and the Apollle here ſpea- 


ing of the promiſe to his Converts and their children, onely makes good 
what he had ſaid, that they ſhould receive the holy G boſt, and that by authori- 
tie of the Prophet. Joel promiſes that their ſonnes and their daughters ſhall 
prophecie, and this is that promiſe which is here tendered by the Apoſtle to 
them and their children, E 
I anſwer : Fitſt, che extraordinary gifts of the holy Ghoſt in this viſible 
way, cannot be the promiſe bere by & Peter mentioned, ſeeing it is enlarged 
to all that are afarre off, even to as many a4 the Lord ſhall calls But all theſe. 
have not the holy Ghoſt in that way extraordinary, nor any promiſe of it: 


That is a Bapti/me proper to thoſe primitive Saints, that Baptiſme with the 


buly Ghoſt and with fre, wherewitn they were told that they ſhould be bap- 
tized not many dayes after. | 
Secondly, however the promiſe be interpreted ſo as to belong to all that 
ate beleevets, and cal on the Name of the Lord, as there followes , yes that 
promiſe is on condition of their Baptiſme, The meanes are to be uſed in refe- 
rence to the end : Baptiſme is the meanet, receiving of the boly Ghoſt, (there 
ſpecified) is the end: And the Apoſtle confirming them in the promiſe of 
the end, doch likewiſe encourage them to the uſe of the meanes, in Baptiſme 
C 2 | 10 
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to expect the gitt of the Spirit 3 and 19 ( accoroing to this interpretation) 
that place is an encouragement to Bapti,mez LI he promile is the fitteit 
encouragement to the ſigne and tcale ot the promiſe ; Baptiſme is the ſigne 
and ſeale to which they are here encouraged, ind in that latitude, as they had 
formerly known the command ot Circumcition. 

And the Evaſion is too weake to (ay that children here are the ſame with 
ſouret and daughter; mentioned from the Hrophet, and therefore to be meant 
of none but ſuch that are of growth,and capable ot the gift of prophecy, 

The Apoſtle urgeth the promile in the way as in the Scriptures it is de li- 
yered, which is to men and their poſterity, tu them and theirs, ſo God pro- 
miſcs to be a God in Covenant to fia, aud their ſeed, which people in Coves 
nant haye a promiſe alſo from him of the Spitit, and this the Apoltle holds 
out to draw them on to this ſeale of the Covenant, to accept Baptiſme on 
the Came termes that Abraham did circumciſion, 

Secondly, it is without 1eaſon to belee ve that the A poſlle ould inflance 
in ore peece of the diſtribution of the Prophet there, and to leave out the- 
relt, to put in alone ſonnet aud dau;brers, when we baye in the text young men, 

old men, ſervants and band=:naid!, 

Thirdly, Children here arc mentioned under a promiſe to the parents, 
To you and your children is the promiſe made, but not ſo in Feel, nor in the 
quotation ot the Apoltle : That Scripture hath oncly an Enumeration of 
the ſeverall ſorts and conditions of people in any nation, on all which the 
Spirit is promiſed, without any addrefſe made to the parents of thoſe ſonnes 
and daughters, more then to the Maſlers of thoſe ſervants and hand- maids: 
not the ſonnes and daughters of their flejh, but the ſonnes and daughters of 
the Nation, a language uſuall in our ordinary expreſſions, ſoeaking of men of 
any fort or condition, as your Lawycrr, your Merchants,&c.(o here your ſonnes, 
your daughters, your old men, your young men, &c. 

For further confirmation: Ihoſe whom Chriſt receives the Church may 
not reſu eʒ The Church confilts of thoſe that viſibly appeare to be Cbri/ts. But 
Chriſt admits chileren, little children, in their infancy, fuch that he tikes into 
bi armes, Suffer little chilaren to come to me and farbid them not; who dare 
be ſo rigid when Chriſt is thus cand'd ? 

The Kirgdome of Heaven reccives them, the CFurch therefore may not ex- 
clude them: The Church reccivcs thoſe whom glory receives, There were 
daily added to the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved : But the Kingdome of 
Heaven receiyes little children, Of ſach u the Kinzdome of Heaven. 

Let none ſay that the Kingdome of Heaven is ot ſuch (that is) of thoſe that 
are graced with ſuch qualities, that are bumble and meeke as little children t 
That may be elſewhere Chriits way of inffrudt ion, it cannot be here his argu- 
ment ation. 

Firſt, there is no manner of conſequence in the argument thus pre ſſed: 
Let little ones in infancie come to me, for though not they, yet ſuch as they, 
othets qualified like them, in ſome ſelect properties reſembling them ſhall 
20 to Heayen, 

Secondly, Upon the ſame ground, Steepe, Doves, Fine-branches, might 
have 
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Have been brought to him, for ſuch as reſemble them, in like ſelect properties, 


ſnall be received into the kingdom of Heaven: And Chriſt might have drawne 
as apt a ſimilitude from them. f 

Thirdly, that which the Diſciples took to be an impediment of force to 
hinder infants, and a juſt ground of rebuke of thoſe that bronghe them, is that 
which Chrilt underſtands in this reproofe of the Diſciples, and admiſſion of 
theit infants, But it was their want of growth, the ir littleneſſe which the 


Diſciples took to be a juſt impediment and which occalioned their reproofe; 


So that the particle (ſuch ) hath dire& reference to the quantity (as I may 
ſay) not to the qualty of theſe infants, ta their infant ſtature, not to their 
meekee/ſe or bumility : And ſo it is referred elſewhere expretlely by our Sa- 
viour himſelfe, * bo ſe ſha4 receiue one (ucb little bild; The word is the 
ſame here and there, it reſpects littlexeſſe therefore and not meekeneſe : The 
whole text may be thus fitly paraphraſed, Trouble not our Maſter with ſuch as 
theſe ( (ay the Diſciples) there is ns uſe of their comming, they need not bis 
aure, and they are not capable of bis inſtruction ; They bave no infiraity to be 
healed, no capacity to be taught, It i fit for men of abler parts, rot for Infants 
to make therr adireſſe te bim: Let them come (ſaith our Saviour) and let 
wot their infant-age exclude them, bow little ſoever they are capeable of the king « 
dome of Heaven. 

Having the /ubZance and thing ſignified in baptiſme they may not be de- 
nied the ne: This is the Apoſtles way of diſpute, 4&s 10.49. And to deny 
them to have the ching ſigniſied in baptiſme is an aſſertion of odious conſe- 
quence : Chriſt i the thing ſignified in baptiſme as in all other Sacraments, 
Gal. 3. 27, Cc. And denying tnem Chriſt, you either exclude them from ſal- 
vation with the Papiſts, or elſe exempt them trom Orig ina ſine with the 
Pelagians : The Anabaptiſts ot the preſent age are well aware that the con« 
ſequence can be no other ; they well ſee that all that joyne in this Tenent, 
ſaile bervvcen thoſe rockes, either to affirme, that iafants die is their pollution 
and periſh in their birth -a; or elſe to deny this ariginall yollution or any birib- 
natal; the latter of the two they therefore generally chooſe z judging it 
more faire to deny infants finne, then to afficme their condemnation ; joy. 
ning hands with Pelaziens, an herefie of old and forepaſt dayet, rather then 
wich Popiſft the priſent yoke and ſcourge of Chriſtians : And taking with 
theſe,to deny original ſiane, they ſir uighi fall upon univerſal grace, fieedowe 
of will in things iþiritual : The free election of God they overthrow, leaving it 
in our power to make choyce of Chriſt, and not Chriſt to make choyce of w3 
And ſo Popery is uo ſooner left, but it is — found, they joyne hands 
with it as loone as they have leſt it: And all ſuch who have not yet waded 
ſo deepe, but now begia to fer this way, I wiſhthem to weigh with them 
ſelves what other way they can find to make children uncapeable of Bap- 
nſme ; unleſſe they alio make good ſuch original purity that they tand not 
in need o Chriſ#, or elle be content to yeeld that they periſh ia their finne 


without Chriſt : withall C:dly taking to heart whether the Genius of this do- 


cine keades, plunging almoſt all that give it entertainement into ſo many 
damnable and pernicious errours 3 ſuch as themſelves upon the Frſt earry 
| abominats; 


Mat. 18. 3. 
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abominate: It they think chat they can make it goud in this more inno- 
cent way, keeping their judgements without taint of the errours mentioned, 
they ſee more then all the Orthodox Churches, whom in this they have left, 
and the whole body of thoſe to whom they beginne to joyne themſelves: The 
Churches whom they have left, will be afraid to on them, and the Sect to 
whom in this they are joyned will much more abominate and re ject them; 
The deniall of birtb- ſinne is the readieſt way to the deniall of birth holineſſe; 
and no other way to be taken, but by prejud ging the ſalvation of them that 
dye as ſoone as borne, that dye before yeares of abil.ry to make profeſſion of 
the faith of Chriſt Jeſus. Bur as the Apoſlle preſliug the dangerous and odious 
conſequences that follow upon the deniall of the reſurrect ion of Chriſt (which 
was his Medium to aflert the Reſurreftion of the dead) takes cif all with this 
afficmatioa that Criſt u riſen from the dead; So we preſſing the danger ot 
denyall Intants part and portion in Chriſt, (our Medium 19 prove their in- 
tereſt in baptiſine } may take off all with the like aſhcmation, That znfants 
Fave their portion in C briſt. Intancy excludes not from their right to him and 
intereſt in him, ſo that we need to tun neither of theſe ſitaits, to exempt them 
from pollutien, or exclude them from ſalvation + which eafily may be made 
good: They are accepted and highly honoured of God, as we fee in the text 
recited, and further in our Savicurs words, Mat. 18. 5,6. But it is in the belg« 
ved, in Chriſt, that we are accepted: Tne voice from Heaven witneſle th that 
in bim God is wellpleaſed : Deny intancs Chriſt, and Gol 1s alike pleaſed with 
them as with the brood of Cechatrices, ard the ſce i af Serpents, Much ſure is 
in thoſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, bo ſo ſhall receive one ſuch little 
cbild in my name, recei vet me: Huw doe we receive Ckrilt in receiving them, 
if they belong not to Chriit, if they be not members of, if they have no ins 
tereſt in Chriſt : For ſuch as ſay that they would baptize an infant, if any 
could make it good that he were in Chrilt Jelus, they might as well lay in 
the ſame manner to Chrilt, that they would receive that little one or ſuch 
aliztle one, incaſe it could be made good that they were of his membets, and 
elect ones. 

Nor let it be objeQed ; That Infants then are not to be denicd the Lords 
Sup fer, but are to be received to his table, ſeeing Chriſt is the thing fignified in 
thit Sacramentgas in Bapriſme. 

The difference (as all may ſee) is wide: In this Sacrament Infants are 
poſůve, and ſo capeable of this honour, to be taken in ; In the other we are 
active, and Infants for that reaſon ate incapeable ; They are not in capacity 
to performe ſo much as that which is outward y ſacramenta# : They cannot, 
according to the Inſtitution take and eat, much leſſe can they doe it in re- 
wembraxce o/ Ghriſt : The very phraſe ( circumciſed, baptiſed ) is enough to 
difference from eating with bittet herbes, e. as at the Paſſeover, from com. 
municating as at the Lords table, Infants are fit ſubjects for the one, men of 
grovvth ate only fit ſubjeRs for the other : One to preſſe on this objection 
furniſherh us with a ſimilitude, Suppoſe (fauth he) 4 Kirg for ſome ſpeciall 
fervice wherein the Fonour of binſelje and ſafety of bu kingdome is much concer- 
ved, [oould by Commi/Jion ordaine er ;0;nmand a Skeriffe upon paine of death, to 


raiſe 
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raiſe for hu ſervice ta — 2 men, the moſt able in his County ; and this Sbe - 

riffe, finding the ſaid number of children about fix moneths old, ſhould preſent 

them 10 the King at the very inſtant of battaile, as though he bad therety per- 

farmed the Kg, command : W ould this be taken for a ſu{ficient performance of 
1 


But ſuppoſe that the King ſhould appoint all his Fee · borne ſubj ect t to be 
iurolled, and a liſt taken ot their Names, who in time might aff in their places 
tor his hunour, and enjoy Immunities as bis ſub jecłs, might not Infants then 
goe in the number ? S0 it is here, Papriſize is the initiating ordinance, The 
lubj:&s of Heaven are here inrolled, their names may therefore be taken as 
ſubj ect e, though they cannot yet act as ſouldiers: They are here intitled to all 
the Immunitics of this kingd ome, yet orderly as they thall be of capacity and 
firneſſe to make uſe of them, 

But their want of faith is challenged as an impediment to Bapti/me : When 
the Eunuch defired Baptiſme, we know the anſwer that he had: If tbeu belee- 
veſt with all thine heart thou maiſt : And Calvinifts denying actuall faith to 
be tound in Infants, their Adverſaries the Lutherans come in with their ar. 
gument 44 bominen, making againſt us ( ſay they j though not againſt the 
thing it (clie ; Every Sacrament without faith in him that uſes it is a vaine 
Ceremony, But the Baptiſme of Infants is a Sacrament without the faith of 
him that uſeth it. 

A (ſpeech directed to a man of yeares and without any title to the Coye« 
nant(other then his actuall faith did confer upon him)is ill applyed to Infants 
within Covenant that otherwiſe have title to it, 

This exception carries cquall ſtrength againſt Infants circumciſion: There 
is no mote faith in the Infauts of 7ewes then there is in the Infants of cbri- 
ffians ; And faith is no leſſe neceſſary inthe circumciſed then in the bap- 
ti del: There was an equall neceſſity of the ingrediency of faith in eyery 
one in that age,as in this; yea inthe ages more ancient then that of circumci. 
Gon,as appearcs by the Apoſtles argument, He 11,6, 

Their capacity to receive the figne,anſwers their capacity toreceive the thing 
fiexified, they are paſſive in the receiving of Chriſt and any intereſt in him: 
and io alſo they ate, (and circumciſed Infants were)in taking the ſigne. And 
ſo the Lutheran propoſition being underſtood of any thing wherein we are 
active is a truth, but applied to Infants uncapable ot action in the Sacrament 
where they are only paſſive, it is to be denied. 

It Infants have the like gift intitling to, and intereſting in the priviledge 
of baptiſme with beleevers, then they withſtand God who deny their bap- 
tiſme: This is the ApoRles argument brought for his own defence, which I 
wiſh were more ſeriouſly conſidered : And let it not be objected that the 
gift there ſpecified is a giſt extraordinary, peculiar to thoſe times: It is 
enough to make the argument of force, that it is alike in them with that 
which now intitles growne beleeyers : Now the want of thoſe gifts extra- 
ordinary,doth not diſable grown beleevers: The want of theſe doth not then 
diſable Infants, 

And that they have the like giſt, inticling to, and intereſting in the Sacra» 
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ment of baptiſme is plaine : A Covenant-botineſſe unqueſt ionable : tnberens* 
qualitative bolineſſe bopeſull, is a like gift to that which growne belecyers are 

able to produce: But Infants have covenant - holine ſſe ungueſt ionable, inherent 

qualitative bolinefſe bopefull; A beleever by the profeſlion of his faith is 

able to make good his title to the outward Covenant, and ſo can the belee- 

ving parent the title of his Infant: A belcever can make good ſuch a title to 

the inward Covenant, that none can ſay thou haſt no part er portion in this 
thing: And becauſe it cannot. be denied (though abſolutely and intalliblyir 

be not affirmed) it is to be preſumed : This a beleeving parent can make 

good in the behalfe of his Infant, and this is ſufficient, this is a like. 

But it will yet be (aid, An inſtitution is wanting, we have no precept, we 
have no pre ſident ot the baptizing of Intants: The inſtitution is, Ge teach al 
nations,baptizing them, &. We mult baptize thoſe whom by teaching we have 
diſcip ied:io the word ſignifieth. : 

I anſwer, Firit, That which hath beene ſaid doth conclude that they are 
within the verge of an inſtitution, being ſuch that have ſo full title 2 1 have 
heard one of che moſt learned and reverend that ever I knew- or heard of 
that was ot that way more then once profefle with no ſma. I ſolemnity, that 
if te knew an In/ant to be ſar ified as be acknowledged John Baptiſt was, (uch 
2 one be would baptize : And that the particular infants whom Chriſt was et ne 
for to bleſſe ws t bave beene baptized: Thoſe then that are thus intitled, . 
through want of an inſtitution ate not to be excluded, and how farce and fully 
Intants of belceying parents are intitled we have heard. 

2. L he place quoted hath not in it the Ioſtitution of that Sacrament : Bap- 
ti/me vas appointed of God before thoſe words were uttered 3 He that ſpoke 
them was btmſelje before baptized ; They to whom they were ſpoken had bap= 
tized otters ; It is only an enlargement of ther Commiſſion tor the exers 
cile of their Miniſtery, being before confined unte one Nation, now it is en- 
larged to all Nations. 

3. The words there comprize infants,they are no more excluded then men 
of yeares, ſerving to make up a Nation as well as parents: The Infants of 
Nini vebh did make a conſiderable party of the City ot Niniveb 3 The Infants 
of any Nation make up a part of the Nation; and the Nation where they 
came was to be diſcipled, And that Infants are here comprehended further ap- 
peares by this argument. 

* In the lame ſenſe and latitude as Nation was taken inireſpect of the Co- 
venart of God, when the Covenant, and Covenant-initiating-Sacrament Wa3 
reſtrained to that one only Nation, where their Commiſſion was firlt limi- 
ted: In the ſame ſenſe it is to be taken(unlefle the text exprefle the contrary) 
now the Commiſlion is enlarged, 

This cannot be denied of any that will have the Apoſtſes to be able to 
know Chriſts meaning by his words in this enlarged Commiſion, 

But Nation, then as is confe ſſed did comprehend all in the Nation in re- 
ſpe of the Covenant, and nothing s expreiled in the text to the contrary, 


tedneſſe Ergo, & c. therefore it is to be taken in that latitude, to comprehend Infants, 


Ob ect. 


Will it be ſaid! hat an exception of Infants ig implied, in chat all of che 
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Covenant-Holineſſe. 


Nation maſt be diſcipled before they be baptized , but Infants are not ca- 
pable of being diſeipled, and ſo they ate made uncapable of Baptiſme. 

I anſwer, 1. Here is rather implyed that they are of capacitie to be Diſei · 
ples, in that Cutiſt ſends to diſciple Nations, and they lerve to make up 
the nation. a a 

2. It is the way of the Scripture, ſpeaking of an univerſality of a people 
in a land, expreſſely to except infants, in caſe they be to be excepred : As 
we ſce in the judgement that befell Iſracl in the wildernefle ro the cuttirg off 
of thoſe that came our of the land of Egypt. And in che Covenant entted vy 
the body ot the N ation of all dezrees and ſexes at their returie trom Babylon, 
and an exception could be no where moce uictul! and neceſſaty then here, to 


Anſn, Is 
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let us know that it is ockerwiſe with Gentiles in this r then it was . 


with the Ie wes, that the Nations where their Commiſſion is chus eularged 
were herein differenced from the Nation to which their Mimiteric was 
Erſt limited. — 

3. Let that text of the Prophet be well weighed, where ſpeaking by the 
ſpirit of prophecy of the tejection of the Jewes, and the glorious call of the 
Gentiles in their ſtead, in that ample way as it is there ſet out hath theſe 
words, Behold, I wi ſ liſt ud mine band to the Gentiles,and ſet up my ſtandard to 
the people: ad they ſhall bring thy ſonnes in their armes: and thy daughters ſhall 
be carried upon their ſhoulders. If there were but ſuch an hint as that 
by way ot propheſy to have left them behind, we ſhould from ſome have 
heard of it with a noiſe · 

4, In the Lord Cbriſts Dialef, who is beſt able to expreſſe his own mea- 
nina, they are Diſciples, To belong to Chriſt is to be a Diſciple of Cbriſt, This 
is pliine from our Sayivurs one mouth. comparing his words recorded in 
Matthew and Mark , To give à Cup of cold water to drink in the name of a 
diſcipes, it is in the one; T's give a cup of water te drink in ny Name, becauſe 
ye belong to me, it is in the other: To belong to ay. to be @ Diſciple of Chriſt, 
and to beate the Name of Chriſt is one and the ſame thing with our Saviour. 
Now that Infantsare of the number of thoſe who as Diſciples in Chrilts ace 
count doe belong unts bim, and beare his Name, is yet further plain by another 
text of S Matthew,where Chriſt ſetting a little childe in the middeſt of his 
hearers faith , Ve /o ſhalt receive one ſuch little child in my Name, re- 
ceivetb me. By all which it appeares , that which 1s done to Infavts is 
done to Diſciples, hath a glorious reward as done to Diſciples 3 Infants ther- 
fore are Di/ciples of Chriſt ,are of thoſe that doe belong unto bim, and beare hu 
Name : who then is not afraid to refuſt chem who will receive Chriſt ? 
who will not baptize them that is willing to baptize Diſciples in the 
Name of Chriſt ? 

For Examples,which they (ay we want of the Baptiſme of Infants : 

1. I an(were, firſt, we walke by Rule rather then Preſident, the Rule hath 
been examined, 

2. Examples are often very rare, where the rule is unqueſtionable, and un- 
deniable, we have no Example of any triall of the ſuſpecl wiſe by the water of 
jealouſe ; For womens right to the Lords Supper we have no particular in. 
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ft itution; no particular Preſident more then for this of Infants B iptiſme. 

3. We have Examples not to be contemned of the. Baptiſme of whole 
houſholds, and whether Infants were there or no, as it is not certaine (though 
probable) ſo it is not matetiall: The Preſident is an Honſhold, he that fol- 
lowes the Preſident muſt bapti ze houſboldt. It appeares not that any wife was 
there, yet he that followes the Pretident in baptizing of houſholds, muſt 
baptize wives, and ſo (I may (ay) ſervants, if they be of the houſhold, 

Objections are yet brought from humane authoritie, which, I have teſet- 
ved to che laſt, as — the leaſt : And if this diſpute might this 
way be determined, that plurality of votes might carry it: the adverſaries 
know how it would fare with them ia it. 

Origen is vouched calling it a ceremonie or tradition of the Church: Hom, $.in 

Levit, in Epiſt. ad Rom. lib. 5. Gregorie allo in decret, diſt ini. de conſe 

One of thoſe traditions which the 4poſtle charged the Theſſalonians to keep, 
z Tbeſ/” 2. 9. which I ſpeake not by gu: ſſe, but ve have it in the ſame Epi- 
file (cap.6.) from his own mouth, The Church (Caith he) received Baptiſme of 
Infants from the Apoſtles: The greateſt points of Faith (as is well non) 
are ordinarily called by the name of traditions by the Antients. Traditions 
being onely ſuch things that are delivered from one to another, they are as 
well written as unwritten 5 And we have cauſe willingly to embrace this 
teſtimomie , Origen lived 226, yeares after Chriſt, in the beginning of the 
third Century, hc cals it a tradition of the Church, it was therefore delivered 
oycr to the Church in his time, and of antient ule before him. 

Auſtin cals it a gm of the Cburch: de Baptiſ; contra Donat. lib. 4. cap. 23. 
And io doe I alfo call a, and the obſerving of the firſt day of the weeke, the 
impolition of hands on Church. officets, the giving of the Lords Supper to 
men of growth is a cuſtome of the Church likewiſe, 

Eraſmus ſaith they are not to be condemned that doubt whether the Baptiſme 
of Infants were ordained by the Apoſtles: Lib. 4 de ratione C onc io. 

His words evidently imply that it was their errour, and it ſeemes his 
thoughts were other of choſe who openly did oppoſe it, and refuſe ir, 

Papiſts openly pro eſſe that the Baptiſme of Infants is preunded upon tra- 
ditioa, an not upon Scripture: for which |'chius and Befarmine are brought in. 

This they doe not really and cordially but for their owne advantage, to 
make good unwritten traditions againſt Proteſtant adverſaries; They know 
that we maintaine Baptiſme of Iufants, and diſclaime theſe traditions, and if 
Baptiſme of infants doe appeare to be one, then they have us building what 
we haye deſtroyed, Bedlar. indeed (in his book de Verbs Det) ſtanding for 
unwritten ttaditions as a part of the Word of God wili have Baptiſu e of in- 
fonts to be one, but when he diſputes for Baptiſme of Infants avainſt Ana- 

baptiſts, then he can heape up texts of Scripture, de ſacra Bapti/.cap.8. So alſo 
cap. g. in the entrance of it, Satis afert? collig itur ex Seripturis, the Baptiſme 
of Infants is cv;dently enough gathered trom Scriptures ; The like fetch uf 
his I could ſi in other particularss 

It appearesto be forced on the people by authority of Councels, out of the 
Ccuacel l of Milt vitanum, this Canon is urged, It ij alſe our will that tho 

ij that 


that will not that children be baptized that are new borne from their mothers 
wombe, be excommunicate. 
So in the Nicene Counced it was decreed that we ſhould beleeve that there 


is one God Maker of all things viſible and inviſible ; The greateſt points of 


faith (we know)under Anathema 't are decreed in Councels, This Councell 
was in the fitth Century, 200 yeares after Origen , who tiles Baptiſme of 
Infants (as we haye heard) à tradition of the Church in his dayes, And 
Auſt is who was not onely pteſent, but (as is (aid) Preſident of that Councell, 
returning anſwer to thoſe that deſire divine authority for the Baptiſme of In» 
fants, for ſatisfaRion firſt produceth that rule, Quad uni verſa tenet Eccleſia, 
nec Conciliss inſt itutum, ſed ſemper retentum eſt, non ni ſi aut boritate Apo olica 
tradi tum, rect iſimò creditur. That which the whole church bolds, and was not 
ordained by any Ceuncels, but bath ever been held, that i rightly beleeved te be 
by Apoſtolicall aurboritie. This he takes to be ſuffictent, yer tor more full 
fatistaRion, he goes on to diſpute for it from the Scriptures, whence we ſee 
what himſelte meanes by the cultome of the Church; And by what authori- 
tie that Councell did appoint the Baptiſme of Infants. Auzufinus de Bapr. 
contra Donatiſt. lib, 40. cap. 4-ad initium. 

By all this that hath been ſaid it more fully appeares what regard is to be 
given to that which is cited out of Luther and Caſſander, concerning the time 
that Baptiſme of Infants was brought into the Church: Lather (as it is ſaid) 
affirmes that it came into the Church a thouſand yeares before his time, 
which muſt be one hundred yeares after Auſtin,and three hundred yeares after 
Origen. Caſſander affirmes that it was brought in three hundred yeares after 
Cheiſt and his Apoltles,which muſt be an hundred yeares atter Origen at leaſt, 
It this had been true, theſe fathers mult haye ſaid as St Paul of contentions, 
We have no ſuch cuſt ome neither the Church of God, and could not have ſaid 
that it was a cuſtome or tradition of the Church, Origen then had never 
knowne it, aud Fuſtin might have called it an innovation. 

Thoſe conjectutes of Tuicenc it & Iubaunes Bohemius cõcerning the occafron 
of the firſt in- let of Intants Baptiſme into the Church fals to the ground like- 
vuviſe, when men heare of a beginning they will be bold to aſſigne ſome reaſon 
of ir, If my conjecture may be heeded, I ſuppoſe it was in ſome diſ-ule witty 
many not long after the Apoſtles times, and that by reaſon ot the ſuperſtici.. 
ous conceit that too loon prevailed of the opus operatum in Baptiſme, that it 
cleanſes all Ganesthat are paſt whether originail or aQuall. And therefore 
many that were converted at ripe yeares deterred their Baptiſme as neere the 
houre of death as might be, to have all theit fianes cleanled by that water, 
againſt which cuſtome Be ſlarmine at large dilpures by reaſon of the abſolute 
neceſlity ot Bipriſme, though both his grounds aud theirs are on a falſe bot- 
tome: May we not then beleeve that parents upon the fame ground did put 
off the Bapriſme of their children, and atter did re-afſume it upon the ne- 
ceſſity of it. And this is that which the authout produced, vi x. Zobannes Be- 
lemius ſpeaks of, 

But Nie Daniel Rozers above all is tood upon, in his Treatiſe of the Sacra- 

ments he hatt tlieſe words, [| take the Baptiſme of Inſents to be one of 1he mof#- 
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reverend, generall, and uncontrolled traditions which the Church bdth , and 
which I would no leſſe doubt of then the Creed ro be Apoſt olicall, although I con- 
ſeßße my ſeiſe jet unconvinced by demonſtration of Scripture for it. 

I wiſh the Reader to conſider what the adverſary gaines by this teſtimony, 
It is general wacontrofed, he faith, and fo he knowes unwritren traditions 
neyer were, Orthodox Dirines antient and moderne have eyer oppoſed them; 
In gaining a peice ot a witneſſe ſuch an one that hath his reaſons to beleeve 
Baptiſme of Infants to be Apoſtvlicall, they have the Church unanimouſly in 
all ſucceſſive ages their adverſarie, 

And as the Inſants of beleeving parents are to be received to Bapriſme ; ſo 
no Infants that deſcend from thoſe that make Profeflion of the faith of Chriſt 
are to be refuſed: Any ſolid reaſon which will lye againſt any (for ought 
can be ſaid) may be a ground of the challenge of all: The promile made to 
choc that profeſſe Chriſt and their ſced, takes in the feed of all that make 
profcſſioa, Some that doe not withſtand, bur maintaine and practiſe the 
Baptiſine of Infants have found 2 middle way, as betweene rigid Browniſts 
and Presbyterians, {> between Anghaptiſis and (as I may (ay) Pedoebaptiſts; 
All Infants they will not have to be retuſed, confeſſing them to be within 
the verge ol the promiſe, yet they will not have all promiſcuouſly received: 
The parents by ſolemne Covenant muſt firlt be made members of ſome par. 
ticular congregation, and ſo their I ue is to be admitted, their children bap- 
tized,otherwiſe both parents and children are to be accounted as without, by 
nature unboly z and only the Godty regenerate (ſo farre as men cao judge) no 
one of loole life to be admitied. 

Bur this middle way ( under correQion) I cannot but take to be a ſtep 
out of the way, I will here diſpute it no turther then as it concernes this 
particular, 

Either the vicious and ſcandalous liſe of ſuch a patent, or his non admiſſon 
into Covenant in a — way s the barre of the Infant that he is not 
admitted unto Baptiſme,bur neithet of the ſe may be a barre, 

Firſt not the vicious life of his patent. 

Tf the greund of a childs admiſſion to baptiſme be not the faith of his im. 
zeliate parent, but the promiſe made to Anceſtors in the faith, whole ſeed he 
is though at the greater diſtance ; Then the looie life of an immediate parent 
can be no barre to his baptiſme: This is plaine, if 7ofiab have no tight from 
his father ammon, yet he is not to be ſhutout, incaſe he have right from his 
father David or his father Abraham ; And though the immediate parent 
were not wronged when his child is ſo ſhut out and denied, yet ſuch Ance«» 
ſtor in diltance 18 wronged out of whoſe loynes the Infant is deſcended : If 
Phixehas were not wronged in caſe Ichabod had b en debarred, yer Eli yea 
Aaron had ſuffered. But the ground of a childs admiſlion is the promiſe tu 
Anceſtors, whether at neercr cr greater diſtance, The promiſe is to belecvett 
and their ſeed : Now Zeftah was the ſeed of David, Chriſt was the ſced of 
David: An Anceſtor at diſtance, and not alone imme ſiate (where the race 
within the Church, may be derived in a continued ſucecſſion) gives right of 
admiſlion therefore unto baptiſme: 

2. There 


Covenant-Halineſſe_, 


2. There is nothing that can exclude the ſeed of him that is a beleever, as 
belcever is oppoſed to an infidell, the ſeed of one that is of a dogmaticall or 
hiftoricall faith: This we haye before made good, and from 1 Cor 5. 14. 
may be further cleared, He that is no Infidell is there a belet ver whoſe ſeed 
is holy. But a man of a vicious life is in that ſenſe a beleever, Simon Magus, 


—__ 


Att 8.13. 


the bearers compared to tie rocky ground were belecvers, therefore a lcolc life Luk 8.23 


will not exclude the Iſſue. 

His ſeed who is a member ot a particular Gburch ſociety muſt be admitted 
unto baptiſme, @ Church member and all that are his mult have theit privi. 
ledges: But ir often falls out that men of looſe lives are members as the 
Church of Corinth yeelds many proofes, Therefore vicious lite excludes not 
the Iſſue. 

Secondly, The non- admi ſſion into Covenant is no barre in the parent. 

1. It was no barre when themſelves who noware members were admit. 
ted in their infancy, their parents for the moſt part being no members in ſuch 
away: Therefore now it is no barre though the parent be no member, but 
out of ſuch Church- covenant. 

2. They who have themſelves title to baptiſme, they have power to intitle 
their Inſants likewiſe, this can be denicd by none that deny not Infants bap- 
tiſmez But men never entring any ſuch Church.Covenent in 4 Cong regationaſi 
way were baptized upon juſt title; The Converts of Peter, the Eunuch, the 
Iaylor, & c. No one that we reade was firſt made a member and then bapti- 
red, but were by Baptiſme made members, not reſpeRiyely of any one parti · 
cular — dut of the Chureh of Chriſt in generall, 

3. It would then be in the power of man, of three or foure (hom they 
ſay make a botrome Church) to keep an Infant at their pleaſure out of Gods 
Covenant, to be reputed at their courtehie, either of the dogs or of the chil- 
dren. This may not be denied, Theſe or the greater number ot them have pow. 
er of admiſſion of members at pleaſure, And ſome ſingularly eminent that 
way haye affirmed that it is not enough that a man have grace to render him 
capable of being admitted, but he muſt have expreſſions : A fathers {low 
tongue ſhall now exclude his ſeed from this glory ot admittance into the fel - 
lowſhip of the Saints. And when thoſe are not judged worthy of fellows. 
flup who are not of abilities to fit in judgement with the Congregation to ad- 
mit members, to paſſe ſentence upon delinquents, to judge of doctrines, not 
only to elect but ordaine Paſtors and Church-officers, we may eaſily gue ſſe 
how many they exclude as without, ; vhom Chriſt receives: Such a way had 
it been taken had deprived the Church of an Hezekiab, Tofiah and many 
others in their age renowned. How great & provocation to ſuch children 
when once of growth to joyne with them, with whom the Church raukes 
them ? and to oppoſe with the uttermoſt of fury ſuch that ( after the rev 
Jution of ſo many generations inkeriting that priviledge ) now doe debarre 
them ? And how great an incouragement to joyne with luch in all holiacflc 
with whom they were honoured with theſe priviledges ? 

Some there be that ſubſcribe theſe truchs yer ton ſome caution uſed : 


The children of parents of loo/+ life, yea of excommunicate perſons, children of 
J egit imat 
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illegitimate birth they lay are to be baptiſed 3 but with condition that the 
education of ſuch be undertaken by men pious and godly, two reaſons one 
ives. 

l 1, Diſt inct io aligua inter puros & inipuros debet in ſacris omnibus olſeruge 
vari, al bonorum cen ſolationem, correct ionem malorum, & omntu um edifice» 
tionem, that is, Some difference ought to be put in all divine ordinances be. 
tween the cleane and uncleane, ſor the comfort of the godly, the cenſure of the 
wicked, and the cdification of all. 

To which 1 anſwer, The perſonall impurity of the father is nor 
tranſmitted to the child, and therefore the diſtinction of clean and un- 
cleane, which holds berweene the parenty, fals tothe ground when it is ap- 
plied to the Iſſus; Both of them have a Covenant. holin ſſe from their pa- 
rents, neither of both have Folineſſe qualitative and inherent, and the chil 
dren ſtanding cqually intereſted in the promiles, we have no rule that the 
child ſhould beare the fathers fin, 

2 Inſtiuuta Dei non poſſint aliter ab omni pollutione conſervari, The ordi- 
nances of God can no other way be kept trom blot and pollution. 

Ianſxver, Our care in the preſer vation of any ordinance ot Bod may not 
exceed the care ot God himſelſe, leaſt under that colour we make our wiſe· 
dome to correct Gods wiſedome, and when he admits withour ſuch limits; 
why ſhould we then put barres? A raile about the Communion table for 
that which is taken away, one hath well motioned, ſuch a one that would 
not nouriſh ſuperſtition but keepe back the prophane : But I know not an 
uſe of ſuch a one about the Font-ſtone in a Nation proſeſſedly Chriſtian, 
and enjoying ordinances that are ſaving, where Infants ( for ought that the 
Church is able to diſcerne) are all equall : all equaliy holy, all cqually im. 
pure: Chriſtians in name cranſinit a C venant - holineſſe; Chriſtians in trath 
cannot tranſmit holineſſe inherent: If theſe thus borne have no tight at all, 
I ſuppoſe they ſhould not be admitted with any caution whatſoever, If they 
have any ſuch birthright · priviledge ( notwithſtanding their ſad diſcomfort in 
ſuch parents ) why ſhould it be thus ſuſpended on the curteſie of ſuch under. 
eakers ; 1 would morecare were taken tor education of youth (of which more 
anon) but this I only ſay, that I ſee not how the Intants right ſhould be de- 
teyned, their birth-priviledge denied, till ſuch caution be given: I conclude 
then that right of baptiſme is as large as in any good ſenſe the name 
Chriſtian, The right of Infants is as large as is the name of Chriſtian in the 
: A vaine diſpute there hath been among Schoolemen, how the child is ſa- 
ved or juſtified by the faith of the prrent 3 whether by the habit of the pa- 
rents faith, or the aff of beleeving applied by the parent to the Infant at the 
time, and in the inſtant of baptiſme? And whether it muſt be a faith farmed 
(as they yan) with charity, or whether @ faith informed, à dead faith 
would ſerve to the juſtification and ſal ation of the ſeed ? whether a patent 
in mortall ſinne may apply faith to his child to ſal vation? And I would know 
whether there be not ſome ſuch thing now agitated, when ſuch enquiry is 
made into the perſonal! qualification of the parent before the child may have 


admittance, 


——— 
1 % 


% 
n r 


Covenant-Holineſſe_. 


— 


— 


— — . 4 — 


1 


admittance. But all theſe ate meete niceties. The faith of the parent availes 
not directly to juſtification or ſalvation of the Infant, neither is it conſidered 
a4 applied to this ot that child in baptiſme; the parent may be dead before 
the child be biptized; But it is conſidered only as accepting the Covenant 
of Gods free grant for him and his poſterity, which entitles poſterity to ſi- 
ving ordinances, but doth not neceſſarily qualiſie for ſalvation, A ſubje& 


accepes a Patent of bonour from his Prince tor himſelfe and poſterity, this 


Grant of the Prince, and acceptance in the ſubject entitles ro Nobility, And 
the like e ſay of Chriſtianity 3 which evident truth takes off all difficulties, 
and prevents all abſurdities which follow upon theſe Quezres: 

It yet further here followes that the ſeed of beleevers thus by birth · right - 
priviledge haptix ed, have a large and full right to all the Ordinances of God 
and priviledzes of the Church appertaining to members, as they thall be ca- 
pable of their uſe, whereſoe vet by the providence of God they are caſt ; on- 


ly ſo farre excepred as the juſt cenſures of the Church upon their perſona 


defefts and mi{demeanours thall diſable them, and give Church · oſficers juſt 
cauſe to reluſe them: The conſequence is evident; They now viſibly be- 
long to Chriſt, they through him ate dedicated ro God, they have therefore 
title to all his viſible ordinances : They are now of the hou/ehold of God, 
and ot the Citi gens of the Saints orderly admitted: Scripture knowes no 
other admiſſion then Baptiſme : No ſooner doe we heare of a convert, but 
we preſently heate of his baptiſme, no Chureh- covenant intervening : They 
have right to all the immunities of this houſe, to all the priviledęes of this 
City of God: There is (ome time after baptiſme in intancy before they have 
capacity to be hearert, but as ſoone as they can heate to profit ſo ſoone they 
muſt be received, not as ſfranzers but as children, not as 7nfidels but Chri- 
ſfians : They mult be hearers, and that with ſoine good proficiency before 
they can be communicants : But to deny a perſon entitled and qualified as 
before, becauſe not ws Churchefcllowſhiy in a Congtegationall way, offering 
himſelte and deſiring it, is to debarre him of that right, of which by the 
gracious diſpenſation of God he ſtands poſſeſſed : He belongs to Chriſt, 
he muſt therefore partake of that which is of Chri/# : He is of the houſhold, 
he muſt therefore have of the foode of the bouſhold : The ſtewards of the my/teries 
of Go. muſt be accountable in cafe they doe deny it. 

To come to ſome practique obleryations,All poſſible engagements and ob- 
ligations unto hotine//e of converſation neceſſarily follow from this royall 
priviledge and high adyancement of birtb.bolineſſe We blame thoſe of 
noble and generow birth that berake themſelves to ſordid and ignoble wayes : 
Thoſe thus degenerating are a blot to their families, a diſgrace and reproach 
to their race: No birth equall in honour to that of Chriſtians : Theodefius 
worthily eſteemed it a greater honour that he was a Chriſtian then that he 
was an Enperour : None degenerate fo foulely and blame-worthily as they 
when their converſation is unc hriſt ian. Wayes of ſinne are for ſinners of the 
Gentiles, a way proper for Turkes and Pagans : let the holy ſeed be holy, che ir 
demeanour ſuited to their bonour : Sardanapalus the King may with le ſſe in- 
infamy /p inne amore women (a worke farre below his throne) then a _ 
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ſtian may finne with beathen : The Martyrs in the primitive times being mo- 
ved to ſweare by the fortune of Caſar, thought that the anſwer was full and 
Faire to ſay they were Chriſtians ; Such anſwer ſhould he have that would 
tempt to ungodlineſſe: Should ſuch a one as I fre faith Nebemiab, his honour 
would not ſuffer him to be ſo biſe : Should fuch a man as a Chriſtian (the 
leaſt of whom is greater then Nehemiab't better) be fot finne, not a ſinner by 
birth, be for ſnne in bi liſe : Baptiſme is the greateſt honour : Such bearc 
Chriſts name and weare his livery, They have that title in which Iude, lames 
and other of the Apoitles gloried ? A Servant of Teſus Chriſt : Baptiſme is 
the greateſt engagement Let eveiy one that nameth Chriſt depart from in- 
iquity To talke of bopriſme and live in fin is to weare the Colours of one 
and plot and fight for another, to weare Chriſts colours and fight for Satan : 
Baptiſme renders 8 ſinner up to the heavieſt puniſhnent : The hi gh fayours 
ſhewed the Jewes made a Jew to fare worſe in the wayes of ſinne then an 
heathen : The high favours ſhewed to Chriſtians, make Chriſtians to fare 
worſe in ſinfull wayes then beathens : Let me preſſe it in the Apoſtles words 
thouzh the providence of God keeps me out of his condition, 1 therefore the 
1riſoner o the Lord beſeech you, that ye walke wortby of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called. All in a Chrittians calling beſpeakes this holineſſe; Hee by 
whom he is called; The worke to which he is called; The compary unt» 
which he is joyned ; The Attendants by whom he is guarded; The Rule wher« 
by he is guided ; The Seale by which he is confirmed,and the place whuther he 
makes and tends, all are holy 
Let the Parents of fuch ſced now ſee what education is expected; Breeding 
muſt anſwer Birth and Deſcent : A Chriſtian is of the nobleſt birth: The 
Apoſtle calls upon parents to bring up their children in nurture and admonition 
of the Lord: God may call on chem thus to bring up h children: In nature 
theirs : in Covenant Gods : Every Chriſtian parent hath a child of God com · 
mitted to his care and tuition : How great a ſoleciſme is it that patents ſhould 
dedicate children ſo ſoone as borne unto Chriſt, profcfiing to the world that 
they belong to him, and that with Wannab (concerning Samuel) they in- 
tend them for him, when nothing appeares in their lives, but that they 
might be given to Moloch; ſomewhat worle then the mongrell ſeed that 
{poke halte in the language of C aa, and halfe of Aſpdod : Scarce a word 
on be heard out of their mouthes tor to argue that they are Chriſtians z 
tiþing out oatbes as ſoone as words, put to learne trades, and little regard had 
that they may know Chriſt Jeſu: And how much is it to be deſired that autho- 
rity (who I trult will make good that we have a Chriffian Nation) would 
take order fer more carefull catechiſticall teaching of youth in the wayes of 
Cbri/tian Religion,tharGod may no: complaine of Exglandis otIfrael; My peo- 
ple periſh ſor want of knawlelge. A people of God and a people ignotant to per 
dition aud deſtruction + England is highly boncure of God by this gracious 
call,vwith Caternaam liſted up to Heaven: Enegland would highly honour God 
if care might be taken that all might know God from the higheſt to the lov 
et : We thall never be a Goffel-like people till we be a knowing people, till 
we takt care that as we are [ewes by nature, ſe rye may be Tewes in qualification, 
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ſo borne, ſo bred, that as our youth is deſcended ſo alſo they may be trained. 
Thole may ſee whom they oppoſe that ſtand in oppoſition ot a people 
thus intereſted, a people ſoingratizeed to God in Covenant that there is not 
the lealt infant in whom God hath not his title and right of challenge. The 
aggrayation of the Plalmiſta complaint is, that the heathent are come into 
thine inheritance, the dead bodies of thy ſervants have they given to be 
meat unto the towles of the He wen, the fle ih of thy Saints unto the beatts 
ef the eth: The whole body cf ſuch a people ſtind in relation to God, 
as the Inber:tance, the ſervants, and Saints ot God; Such inſcriptions we 
End in S* Pauls Epiſtles, not one ot the whole body is excluded, hut they are 
ſuch by Covenant, and ſuch by calling: Enough hath been ſaid to make it 
to appeare, that the Cenomination reaches even intants, who are tbe Lords 
heritage, and Chiſts name i upon them : As it is accounted an happy work 
to Cath the /ittle ones of Babylon apainſt the wall, bec uſe ot the hol. l iy or 
that Nation againſt God and his people: So it is a like cxecration to intet · 
n eccle wich the little ones of Sion, by reaſon of the holincile of ſuch a peo · 
ple, their Covenant relatiot s iu which they ſtand ir.teretted, bluch is ipo- 
ken in Scuipture againſt the enemies of the righteous, the baters of then 
had be deſtroyed, be that offends az ainſt then ſhall not te in iacent : God ob- 
lei ves every cariage of the adverſary towards them in miſery ; they ſpeake 
net a word, but God hath it againſt them; when Ammorites, Tyrians cry 
Ata ag iuſt the people ot the Lord they are twitted with it, and threatned 
for it. Not a proud word that they utter, but it is brought in to fill up the 
chirge againſt them: yea, evcry qe that is caſt w:th approbation of the ad- 
vaſcry, every encouraging word they ſpeake, and every att they doe againſt 
ſh a pcople, yea injuries of elder times are kept in the decke and laid to 
them; And all becauſe that they ſtand in this relation to God, as His in 
Covenant which you cannot limit onely to the perſonally righteous, bur all 
that are of a /octetie and ſellom ſbip that is ſuch, that are intereſted in a righte. 
9:4 cauſe, The holy anomting oyle did make ſacred, when yet too often the 
man was wicked, and thereture 2 avid looked upon Saul as the Lords anoin- 
ted. It holds in analogy and proportion unto all that have any Union 
from God, as all the called of God have, Mes theywere but a ſew in number, 
yea very ſew,and ſtrangers» W ben they went from one Nation to ano:ber, from 
one ling do we to another people, He ſuffered no man to doe them wrong, yea be re- 


proved Kings ſor their ſakes, laying, Touch not mine Anointed : All the peo- 


ple of God have that anointing from God, that none may dare to intermeddle 
totheit hatme. God promiſes his people that dwell in Sion that the burden 
of Afſyria ſhall be taken away from off their ſhoulder, and his yoke from off 
their ne. ke, and that the yoke ſhall be deſtroyed, becauſe of the Anoint ing. 

Some will (ay, 3s this is curied, The danger of interinedling with any 
i with us alike: Even bapiſts and the worſt of men that are called Prote- 
Rants are thus of a people that are called Gods people, and go by the name cf 
Chriſtians, 

For anſwer ; I ſh1Il not enter upon that controverſie, what there is of the 
being of a Church uader the Papacy ; The Papacy it ſelſe is none of it, but on- 
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\y a botch bred in it, and cleaving to it. Onely this 1 lay, That he that ſhall 
oppoſe a Papiſt under the notion of a Chriſtian, ſhall beare his ſinne, and that 
upon the grounds that have been given: Though a Papiſts damnable errours 
ja the taith ſhut him out from the happineſſe of Chriſtians, yet ſuch an ad- 
verſaries perſecution renders him guilty of oppoſing the faith of Chriſt Ieſus. 
And he that followes with injuries a carnall Proteſtant, becauſe of Proſeſſi. 
on of the ſnceritie of Religion, in oppoſition to Anticbriſt ianiſme,is formally 
gu-lry of perſecution, The hearers reſembled to the rocky ground ſuffer perſe- 
cation for the Word,as doth the good ground that brings forth jruit with pa- 
tience. But to come home with more cleare ſatis faction. 

A pcople of a jouly- polluted Ordinance ſtanding in oppoſition to a people 
of a pure and untainted way, ate as a prople void of Ordinances, are as a peo- 
pie without God in compariſon, The opp-lition of the puritie of his ſervice 
God accounts as the oppoſition of his great Name, though it be by a people 
that goe under that name of His people: And theretore though El, jah take 
ſo much to heart the pulling down of Altars ſet up by Jeroboam as Gols A.- 
tars, when it was done by Iſracl] apoſtatizing and turned to Baal, and (in op- 
poſition to the worſhip of Baal ) makes that way of worſhip at Dan and 
Beikel a following of God. ( T hoſe two opinions that the ten Tribes balted 
between were the worthip of the ſalſe god Baal, and the falſe way of worſhip ſer 
up by Teroboam z which corruption of worthip (being now ro draw them 
from Bailiſme) he is for the preſent contented to wave :) Yet we well know 
the brand that lies on Teroboam in bringing iu that wor ſhip of his, ſcarce the 
like on any man in Scripture (the man of lin only excepted) the high phraſes 
alſo in which this worſhip of his is ſet out, making Prieſ{s for the hiph 
places, and devils, with the height of guilt to which he roſe in caſling the Le- 
vites out ſrom executing the Prieſts office ; And howloever God often cals 
that people of the ten tribes by the name of hi people as having Ordinances, 
though miſcrably polluted, yet in oppoſition to Judab,where more pure Or- 
dinances were in joyed, they arc ſaid to be without God, without a teac ling 
Prieſt, and without tbe Laws And fighting againſt Iudab who could reckon 
up the particulars of the Ordinances of God in their puritie, they are charged 
to ſight againſt the Lord God of their fathers: To come necrer home in an 
Iuitance: If che Turkiſh power ſhould fall upon a Popiſh State under the 
name and notion ot Chriſtians, they were guilty with Saul ct perſecuting 


the Lord Zeſus : If this Popiſh State fall upon a returmed nation, they arc 


much mote guilty. A foulet ſinne for a people of God in name and title, to 
. per(ccute his people in truth, then for a people ſtrangers ro God, to periecute 
2 people only in name and title: Scripture prayers againſt heachens we may 
firly apply in our ſufferings under the hands of Papiits. Filate might haye 
been guiliy 16 periccutivn of a Phariſee as a Jew ; yct that nation Was much 
mote guilty (being Jewes by natue,) in delivering Cbriſt leſas into Pilare's 
hands, though Chriſt had been no greater then one of his Diicples : A Papiſt 
perſecuting a ſur ma carna Froteſt ant, under the notion of a man prote ſſing 
againſt idolatrous wayes, is a man blaſpheming the faith; This man thus 
perſecuted, perſecuring another for. the power of Godline fle, trofeſſing the 
ſans 
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ſame truth is equally, yea more guilty. The very fin ot Cain againſt his bro- 
ther, Their Religions were both one, but Cain t in form, and Abełs in power. 
The reſult ot the whole is to let us ſee what it is to oppole @ people under any 
notion of Gods people, under any notion of belonging to bim. A man may 
have his reward giving in the name of @ Diſciple, though he to whom he: 
gives be ſuch as God will never own for a Diſciple. And an(werably may in. 
Curre vengeance in oppolition of one under ſuch a name, though with thoſe 
on the rocky ground he be nothing leſſe in deed and truth. 


Abundance ot ſwect conſolations yet flow from this bircheprivitedge, and 


that ia ſeverall ſlreames. 
1. In regard of Natfour. 
2. In regard of Perſons, 
1. In regard of Nations, They have aroyall tranſcendencie above all others, 
as onely worthy the name of a people, Enjoying the Light,Nigh untaGod,A 

ople of hope, and expeftation z when others are darkneſſe, Without hope, 
and without God in the world, The Pſalmiſt reckons up many (wrert 
bleflings of a nation,T bat our ſonnet may be as plants growne up in their youth, 
that our daughters may be as corner ſtones poliſhed after the fimilitude of a 
palace, That our garners may be jull affording all manner of ſtore, that our 
ſheep may bring ſorth thouſands and ten thouſands in our ſtreets, That our oxen 
may be ſtrong to labour, that there be no breaking in, nor going cut, that there be 
no complaining in cur ſtreets: All theſe are tingular natzonall favours, but 
only ſerving to make up, not an abſolute, but comparative bleſſedneſſe; This 
one riſes higher and makes it compleat, Bleſſed are the people whoſe God is 
the Lord, Sce what is ſaid of Ieruſalem by the bſalmiſt: Loe, the Kings were 
2//embled,they paſſed by together, they ſaw it, and ſo they maruelted, they were 
troubled and baſted away,Feare too e bold on then, and paine a4 on @a woman in 
travel, and we find the reaſon given is, God i nene in ber palaces for a 
refuge, they have God niab in all that they call upon Humor; as Moſes hath it, 
No people can ſo bottome their prayers againft Advcrlarics as the people 
of Gods Holineſſe. 

This mercie is a birth · mercie to a people (to bold alluſion to my text) 
Tewes by nature, whoſe parents with Timothy from one to another have been 
beleevett: And while nationall provocations breake not forth (which one ly 
with God have a ſeparating and deaſning power) his eare is ready to hear, and 
his hand to help: z/kile be ſees not intquitie in Jacob, nor per ver ſaeſſe in 
2ſrael (which muſt be underſtood of nationall out-breaches from God, which 
altert by Baalamt counſell followed) fo long God i among them as the ſhout of 
a ing, and there is na ſorcerie or divination cgainſt them: A nation ſaſt to 
Gd hath God faſt to them. 


Them ſel, 
2. In regard of perſons, for 


Poſt eritie, 


For thew/elyes, It is much to be able with che Plalmiſt to ſay, Thea art be 
E 2 hot 


1 Job. 2. 12. 


Matth. 10.4. 


6. Conſectary 
of conſolation, 


To Nayons. 


Pal. 144. 12. 
13714. 


Verſe 15. 
Pſal. 48.4, J. 


Verſe 3. 
Leut. . 7. 
3 Tim, 1. 3. 


hai. 59.1. 
Nunb. 23.28 


Verſ.23, 
2 Chron.t5.2; 


To perſons. 


For themſelygę 
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Pſal. 22. 9, 10. 


t. 


Yſal. t 16. 16. 
Fxod 21.4. 
Levit. 35. 16, 


Tas. 1. 


h Epheſ.2.12- 


2 Tin. 3. 15. 
Luke 1. 15 


Job.. 2 pt 


Tames 1.21. 
Luke! 19.9, 
In reſpect of 


poſtetitic. 


Exeh,16.20, 


Ron, 10, 10. 


that tooke me out of the wombe, Tbou diddeſt make me to bope when 1 was upon 
my mothers breaſts: I was caſt upon thee from the wombe, 1t0u art my God from 
my mot bert belly. This puts upon confidence in prayer (as an argument drawn 
trom long continued acquaintance) as there followes : Be not farre from me, 
for trouble is neere. Such have timely knowledge of God, ſucking in ſome«. 
what of him while they ſuck milk from the breaſts 1 An expreſſion of height 
ſetting out this Birth-happineſſe,that hath ſure more in it then can be applyed 
to ſinners ofthe Gentiles : See how the Plalmiſt yer further pleads it with 
God: O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, 1 am thy ſervant andibe fon of thine hand. 
maid, An alluſion to the Law of ſeryants, who were the inberirance of the 
Maſter in whoſe houſe they were borne. Iam ſuch ſaith che Plalmiſt (thy er. 
vant,thy ſervant) with all carneſtneſſe of affection. I am of thine inberitance, 
I am one of thine kouſe-borne ſervants, my mother was thine hand-maide. 
The ſame relation he pleades alſo, and in the ſame words, P/al.86,16, This 
Iſaiah in like manner takes notice of, The Lord hath calle.lme ſrom the wombe, 
from the bowels of my mother bath te made mention of my Names The Apoſtle 
will have the Ephelians to remember that paſt time when they were without 
Chriſt, being Aliens fromthe Common-wealth of Iſrael, and ftranzers from the 
Covenant of promiſe, baving no bope, without God in the world. There never 
was a time in which theſe of this Birth priviledge were in that condition; 
From the wombe they were Gods heritzge,and with Timothy (ſome in greater 
ſome in lefſer meaſure) ſrom children have the knowledge of the Scriptures, if 
not with Ibn Baptiſt full o the holy Ghoſt ſrom the wombe : which doubt- 
lefſe is the happine ſſe of not fe among Chriſtians, who are eminent in 
ſ:nRification, whoſe growth in Grace is ſcene, and yet the beginnings not 
knowne, Howſoeyer they are nigh, when others are afarre off, at the 
pooles brimme waiting the Angels moving of it. Salvation i of the Jewes, 
ſaich our Saviour z They ate under the joyfull found of that Word which is 
able to ſave the ſonle : Salvation is of bis kouſe who is the ſonze of Abraham. 
As it is full of Conſolation to Beleevets in reſpe& of then ſclyves, fo elo 
in reference to poſtcritie : Their children are Gods children: They be- 
ing of the Lords Inheritance, their children are bu heritage in like manner: 
T heſe bring ſorth children to God, their ſeed be ant and challenges for Hu. 
An infinite love in God, an unſpeakable comfort to a patent, when the In- 
fant, who by corruption of nature is in Satans jawes, in no leſſe danger of 
Hel, then Moſes was of the water; and not ſo much as ſenſible of itz God 
pleaſes to looke upon him in this condition and to make it the time o 
lote, and to find out wayes of freedome, What the Apoſtle ſpeakes from 
the Prophet of Gods care of the Gentiles, is certainly true being applyed to 
infants, I wes found of them that (ought me not, and made waniſeſt to them 
that enquired not after me. Had we that hope leſſe opinion of cur children 
as Papilts of theirs that dye without Baptiſme; hat a wretched caſe were it 
(with David) to part with ar. Infant out of the world > How could 
luch mourne in any other wiy chen thole tht are with;ut ] e? parting 
with an Infane without part in Chrilt , and in n) better poſture to- 
Wards 
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wards God then the ſeed of the finners of the Gentiles, But wee finde 
God more rich in mercie, Chriſt himſelfe embracing them in their infancie, 
and taking them into his ſpeciall love as thoſe that beare his name: And 
though death prevent their Beptiſme, He that hath appointed Ordinances 
is not tyed to them, but can (aye without them. Zellarmine confeſſeth 
that the defire ot Bapti/me in one ot the Catecbumeni, (chat is, one inſtructed 
in the Principles of Chrift and not baptized) doth ſaye z theugh the text, 
tobs 3.5, underſtood with their Coment be ja the Letter againſt it, why then 
ſhould not that Grace? which when the perſon is of capacitie would ſhew 
it ſelfe in defires qualifie for Salvation in like manner? Finding this 
love in God, theſe bowels in Chriſt, we may ſafely conclude, that Chil- 
dren have bhliſſe, Parents bave com ort, and let God have the Glorie. 
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